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MORSE CODE 
NOT A REQUIREMENT 
_ BUT A PRIVILEGE! 


By Charles W. Finnigan, NE4I 

What is the reason that every amateur is required to pass a 
code test to become licensed or to upgrade? What is the reason 
that the majority of hams desire that this requirement be 


retained? I am afraid that the answer to both questions is that the . 


code test is being viewed as a convenient barrier to prevent the 
least industrious applicants from becoming hams. 

It is reasoned, by many, that if the code requirement is 
dropped, the exams will become too easy. This could result in a 
degradation of ham radio until it becomes simply a glorified form 
of C.B. Ihave to agree, it certainly could. 


However, an exam without a code test could be made more 


difficult, in a constructive way, by simply upgrading its technical 
content. This would have a positive effect, hopefully resulting in 
better qualified licensees. 

What is needed are exam questions pertinent to the proper 
operation of amateur equipment and to the most desirable 
procedures for the conducting of amateur communications. 

For example, ham stores sell complicated and expensive SSB 
transceivers which can also be used to operate (inefficiently), on 
C.W. and F.M. Most of us use them. They are truly “monuments 
to enginnering”’ packed with features (and wires). No ordinary 
ham would dream of touching their interiors with a soldering 
iron. We have become truly a generation of “appliance 
operators” because we have not been required to learn about the 


theory or proper adjustment of this equipment even though we | 


use it on a daily basis. If you listen to SSB QSO’s, especially on 
nets, you will encounter, mistuning, badly adjusted speech 
processors, splatter, and — you name it. This is an area which 
has, up until now, been neglected on license exams, 

Cable wireless has a definite place in the scheme of things and 


its use should be encouraged. But we are not making any converts 


with our present brute force procedures. An old saying is that, 
~ “You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make him drink.”’ 
Most hams psych themselves up for the code exam, and barely 
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COMING EVENTS 
Miami Hamboree, Feb 2nd & 3rd 
Sarasota Hamfest, Feb. 16 & 17th 
Stuart Hamfest, Feb. 23rd 


Brooksville Hamfest Feb. 23rd 

No./Fla. Hamf/Swapfest Mar 16 & 17 
Orlando Hameation, Mar. 15, 16 & 17th) 
Miss anyone? Advise ASAP. AC 


CATION FEBRUARY 1991 76 Cents 


g 
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The Fellowship AR.C for the 6th consecutive year visited 
area hospitals in Dade & Broward. Norm Ward K4RBR 
lets a child talk to Santa, here at Childern’s Hospital. Toys 
donated by club members and others were handed out to 
313 children who were visited. Santas helpers: XA4ORA, 


K4RBR, W4AYJ, W4GVJ, WB8PMB & KB4ARD. 


THE PEPPERMINT STICK PARADE 
_ By Norm Ward, K4RBR 

For the past 24 years the City of Hallandale has sponsored a 
holiday event called ‘“‘The Peppermint Stick Parade”’ featuring 
various schools, businesses, social organizations, civic groups 
and city and county agencies. This year there were 43 groups 
which signed up for the festivities which were held on Hallandale 
Beach Boulevard Saturday, December Ist. 

For the last several years the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club 
has furnished emergency communications for health and safety, 
and has earned the thanks and congratulations of the City of ~ 
Hallandale. 

One station acts as Net Control with the Parade Manager. The 
other stations were strategically located along the parade route to 
report any dangerous traffic situations or health and injury 
reports. Fortunately, everything went smoothly and all com- 
munications were strictly routine. 

The only unscheduled excitement for the communicators was 
a cold rain which began falling 45 minutes before the parade 
began, but it stopped just before the first float left the starting 
point, and didn’t trouble us for the rest of the event. 

After the last float left with Mr. and Mrs. Claus aboard, the 
Event Manager Lynda Bragg, thanked the Fellowship group for 
their help, and expressed the hope that we would help out again 
next year. 

We enjoyed ourselves and will look forward to it again. 

The amateurs participating were: N4ZXK, AI4I, N4WAN, 
N4TZH, KC4GJL, KB4HAY, KC4NMY, Net Control K4RBR and 
Assistant Net Control NV6R. 

MAILING LABEL 
READ THE TOP LINE 

Your address (the top line) shows your Skip expiration date. If 
we don’t receive your renewal fee by the 1th of that month the 
computer automatically kicks your address out on the next mailing 
and you will not receive any future issues. 

We can’t afford to send back issues. It cost us about 85¢ to send 
one copy (copy, postage and handling). So please send your 
renewals promptly. 
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S VL EN:T ) KLELY:S 
We are deeply sorry to report the following Silent Keys 
in Florida. If you hear of any SK in your area 
please advise us... Editor 


4QWX = Clair FE. Fisher Ft. Walton Beach 

Kar Elmer Kusluch, 81 (AAR4NP) Citrus Springs 
Samuel H. Traeger, 85 Miami 
Alton B. Merritt Jacksonville 
Alfred W. Legg Zephyrhills 
Latimer Lamb OrlandoK5GX 
Ralph D’Orio Hudson 
John Rameika Port Orange 
Dana Parks Clearwater 
Warren East Port Richey 
Stan MacCormack Niceville 


D’Orio 


YOUR HAM LICENSE 

‘When was the last time you looked at your amateur license? Do 
you know when it expires? You should! Even with a two-year grace 
period, time slips by fast. If you do not know when your ticket runs 
out, I would suggest you find it now and make a note of it. 

This all leads up to one point, if you need a FCC 610 Form 
Florida Skip can supply you with one or two provided you send us a 
number 10 (10-inch) evelope, self-addressed and stamped to: Skip 
610, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 

_ The Miami FCC Field Office was kind enough to send us about 
200 forms recently to pass out as needed. Play it safe .. . check 
your license now. 4 
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POLITICIANS TRY TO GET MONEY FROM THE RICH AND VOTES 
FROM THE POOR BY PROMISING TO PROTECT EACH FROM EACH 
OFHERS 007% 
Dear Editor: : 
Kindly publish this small information in your next publication. It’s quite important 
and Iam surestate-side hams will appreciate it. ~ ! 
Whenever QSLing direct to VU2, it’s imperative that whatever return postage 
enclosed, must be properly disguised, and if possible double enclosed. 
There have been many recent problems, mostly local, involving pilferages, tam- 
pering and customs QRM, especially when “‘green stamps” are involved. 
So, any letters or QSLs sent direct, must be in proper and good quality en- 
velopes, otherwise, the mail is likely to get waylaid! 
A disguise is a must. . . just good airmail letter format. 
Thanking you in advance. 
Yours faithfully, 
Zal. R. Kabraji, VU2DK 


55, Anand Park - 
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Dear Florida Friends: 


Letters and telephone calls from over 850 ham teachers and hams assisting teachers 
surpassed our highest expectations for interest in the Shuttle Amateur Radio Experi- 


ment (SAREX). In response, ARRL developed printed lesson plans, news releases and 
resource materials, coordinated relay systems, sponsored video tapes, publicized 
mission information (a budget of $15,500) and provided $8,000 for hardware for STS-35 
with Dr. Ron Parise, WA4SIR, on board. any R 

Working in partnership with AMSAT/NA, we’ve handled hundreds of small details in 
order to pull together a winning combination: youth and amateur radio! 

A second SAREX mission, STS-37, will feature pilot, Ken Cameron, KB5AWP, and 
the rest of his crew (All licensed hams! ), operating voice, packet and fast and slow scan 
television in the spring. 

We have several industry donations so far, but with your help, thousands of Amer- 
ica’s youth will continue to be enchanted with the thrills of space, technology and 
amateur radio. You can be responsible for instilling a desire in these youngsters to be an 
astronaut, an engineer, a computer designer and a ham radio operator. Every donation 
toward SAREX that we receive will be acknowledged with gratitude and with ap- 
propriate publicity. Every contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law, as 
the ARRL is a 501(c)(3) organization. Make your check payable to the ARRL SAREX 
Fund to insure its use in this cause. 

Please be a part of the adventure of stimulating our country’s youth. You'll be proud 
to be counted in on this effort. ARRL is doing its part, including helping to license even 
more of Houston’s astronauts. 

Our future goal? Ham radio on the space station! ; 

Your generosi will directly affect the future of amateur radio and our country’s 
worldwide competitiveness! We need you! Thanks and 73, 


Roy Neal, KEDUE 
Chairman, SAREX Working Group 


Dear Andy: i 
The amateur radio operator has had problems with local city and municipalities 


restricting antennas and/or support structures anywhere from no antennas to 


restricted height. In an effort to try and remove the restrictions so that the radio 
operator can enjoy their hobby, several of us have been working to resolve the matter. 
In so doing, we now havea solution as to removing these restrictions. 

Proposed legislation concerning ‘antenna support structures for amateur radio” 
has been drafted in Tallahassee. The preliminary draft of the legislation has been 
prepared by Representative Hurley W. Rudd, 10th District. The number is 58-149-12-0. 

The proposed legislation as drafted states: 

An act relating to radio communication; prohibiting counties and 
municipalities from enacting or enforcing restrictive ordinances governing 
amateur radio antennas: providing for construction of such antennas in con- 
formance with federal regulations; providing for the application of the act; 
providing an effective date.” a 
Section One of the proposed legislation further provides: 

“No county or municipality shall enact or enforce any ordinance or regulation 
which provides more restrictive requirements for the size and construction of 
amateur radio antennas than is provided for under federal law, rule or regulation. 
Any ordinance or regulation adopted by a county or municipality with respect to 
amateur radio antennas shall be in conformance with the ‘Amateur Radio Pre- 
emption, 101 FCC 2d 952 (1985)’ as issued by the Federal Communications Com- 
mission.” 

Amateurs should contact their local representative and state senator and seek their 


. Support for the proposed legislation. Should they need additional information, please 


contact Hurley Rudd in Tallahassee. 

At this time we do not have proposed legislation for the senate, however, we are 
working on getting a senator to sponsor or introduce a companion bill. We have good 
reason to believe the bill will pass this session of legislation. 1 

I want to stress the importance of getting support for this legislation. Your support is 
needed now. Won’t you help? 


73, 
Rudy Hubbard, SM, WA4PUP 
Northern Florida 


Dear Andy: 
I am enclosing herein the first of the Army MARS columns for the Florida Skip. I 
have tried to keep to the size-limit followed by Bob Watson when he wrote the column. I 
’ look forward to writing many more for your newspaper. . 
Have a good and prosperous 1991. 
Sincerely yours, 
Lorraine S. Matthew, AAT4JK/N4ZCF 
(Editor’s note: excellent job! Keep it up.) : 
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Enclosed is $8.00 FOR 1 year subscription 
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MARTIN COUNTY 
AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 
SPONSORS 


ITS FIFTEENTH 
ANNUAL FABULOUS TREASURE COAST 


_ STUART 
OUTDOOR FREE HAMFEST 
peeurday.: 23 February 1991 


0800 - 1500 


LANGFORD PARK, S.R. 707 (AT "THE ARCH") 
| | JENSEN BEACH Hee 


Drawings Every Hour 
Presence Not Re uired for Main Drawings 
FREE PARKING PACE FOR TAIL-GAT RS 
BRING YOUR OWN DISPLAY TABLES 
~ FOOD, DRINK AND PICNIC AREAS 


AMATEUR TV DEMO 
SOY TALKIN | 
147.060 (+600) 147.660 


Amateur ree Examinations - Sign up at 9:00 AM - Testing starts at 9:30 AM 
eerie of Ft. Pierce Amateur Radio Club © 


OUR BEST ATTRACTION IS THE PRICE! 


IST. PRIZE: IC-32AT DUAL BANDER HT 
2ND. PRIZE: UNIDEN 2600 - 10 M TRANSCEIVER 


INFO; 
P.O. BOX 1901 | 
STUART, FLORIDA 34995 


W3WU - (407) 879-0239 
K8BXT - (407) 286-4782 
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TRAFFIC HOUNDS — DECEMBER 1990 
By K4ZK, STM South Florida 


NET QNI AVG. QTC AVG. SESSIONS MGR QTC/QNI 
QFN 1,269 20.5 1,359 21.9 62 AA4HT 1.07 
FMTN 1,041 33.2 662 21.2 31  W4NFK 0.63 
NFPN) 2,258 72.8 661 21.3 31 WA4NDA 0.29 
SWFTN 759 29.2 498 19.2 26 K4FQU 0.65 
TPTN 712 23.0 459 14.8 31 WxX4J 0.64 
FPTN 1,366 44.1 407 13.2 31 WB4WYG 0.29 
SEFTN 1,137 36.7 374 12.1 31 KD4GR 0.32 
FMSN 444 14.3 372 12.0 31 N4KFU 0.83 
GN 271 8.7 280 9.0 31 W4MEE 1.03 
FAST 629 10.1 239 3.9 62 WD4KBW 0.37 
SVTN 678 22.6 99 3.3 30 KB4LB 0.14 
QFNS 231 aieo 98 32 31 KC4FL | 0.42 
FPON 368 11.9 96 3.1 31 WB4GCK 0.26 
SPARC 661 213 41 1.3 31 WD4F AL 0.06 
PBTN 459 176 38 1.5 26 WA4RUE 0.08 
GCVTN 622 20.1 31 1.0 31 N4SGQ 0.04 
PRVAN 48 53 14 1.6 9 WD4KBW 0.29 
AIN 99 198 11 2.2 5 WA4PFK 0.11 
DEN 268 67.0 6 1.5 4 N4VDM_ ___—0.02 
ENMC 36 «9.0 4° ("10 4 K4ZK. 0.11 
BEN 140 28.0 0 0.0 5 KD4GR 0.00 
Total QTC: 5,749 « Average QTC/QNI: .36 
TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS — DECEMBER 1990 
By WA4PFK and KB9LT 

1. W3CUL 3,450 11. WA9VND 602 
2. KB6ECH 1,309 12. K4SCL 582 
3. W3VR 1,178 13. WA4PFK 554 
4. N4SS 1,142 14. WC4D 502 
5. K4FQU 926 15. N&4KFU *494 
6. WA4QXT 767 16. K4EUK *465 
7. WD4IIO 760 17. WA4EIC 423 
8. KB9LT 652 18. AA4BN . 417 
9. AA4HT 650 19. K4ZK 389 
10. WBOHOX 639 20. KA4FZI : 386 
*BPL ORIG+DEL 


S.S.B. TRAFFIC NETS , 
By Joe Scungio, N4KFU 

From Earl, K4FQU, SWFTN Net Manager: SWFTN had a 
great year. At times we needed NCS and liaison people, but we 
made it through due to'your help. As net manager I am fortunate 
to have a capable, dependable group of members. We can be 
proud of SWFTN as it is near the top for passing traffic and one of 
the top few phone traffic nets. 

Some interesting facts were: longest net 97 minutes ... 
shortest net three minutes; most QNI at one session — 54. . . least 
QNI at one session — six; and most QTC — 107... least QTC — 
zero. There were 317 sessions with 9,798 QNIs and a total of 3.027 
QTCs past. December 1990 the net had 759 QNIs and a total of 498 
QTCs for 26 sessions. This resulted in an average of 29.19 and 
19.15, respectively. 

— 73’s, 
Earl 

From Earl, WX4J, TPTN Net Manager: Hopefully, by now, 
everyone has recovered from the busy holiday season. This 
should have prepared us for the next traffic increase which is 
Valentine’s Day. The net totals always peak during December 
and I would like to thank everyone for all the hard work it took to 
keep all that traffic moving. 

The net welcomes: Al, K4CY, from Brookesville; Jan, 
KM4KC, of Spring Hill; Darrell, KA4TAR, of Jacksonville; and 
Howard, W7YWF, from Yalaha. These folks provided much- 
needed outlets to their areas. 

Net certificates this month went to Jim, W1BLH and Bill, 
K9EHP. 

It was good to hear AA4CH back on the air after experiencing 
some rig problems. WA9VND was missing for a few days due toa 
short hospital stay and happily she is doing well. W4SME has been 
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Meet Dick Hill, WA4PFK, ARRL Mgr. for So. 
operating his station in Sunrise. He has also been Mor. 
of QFNS and QFN as well as STM for Sothern Florida. 
Ye teaches Chemistry at Broward Community College in 
Davie. Rigs are Ten-Tec 540 and Heath-16 backup. 


checking in with a good portable signal from Grassy Key 
wherever that is. Oh well, I never heard of Yalaha before either! 
— 73’s 
Earl 

From Carl, W4NFK, FMTN Net Manager: All net statistics 
were up for December as would be expected, but surprisingly, not 
as high as 3/4 years ago. 

The. net has been unable to acquire enough regular liaison 
representatives, but we were fortunate to have enough volunteers 
come forth to help out. Many thanks to Mort, WX4H, for RN5D 
coverage and to WBOHOX, who schedules Ted, K6UYK, for 
Florida traffic on a daily basis. Ted is a glider enthusiast from 
California. 

In the past months the net has added a TPTN representative 
which assures that traffic will not be held over for another day. 
Miss Laura, WA9VND, is usually our TPTN representative and 
skillfully handles this function. 

Many thanks to everyone participating in the net and I hope 
that everyone has a great new year. 

—73’s, 
Carl 

From Bill, WB4WYG, FPTN Net Manager: Sometimes it is 
good to look at the overall picture for a previous year to get a 
better feel for what happened on FPTN. 

The net had an average daily check-in rate of 43.1 stations and 
passed 12.08 pieces of traffic. Each session lasted an average of 28 
Romeo two minutes (guess that equates to 28 Bill). In comparison 
to previous years these stats are right in the ballpark. During 
December the net had 1,366 stations check in and pass 407 pieces 
of traffic. This took an average of 35.4 minutes. 

The Golden Cookie Award (100th check-in) “went to Cef, 
AA4CH. 

Twelve stations checked in at every net session and represent 
23.7 percent of the nets roster. They were: W4BKC, K14CQ, 
WA4EYU, N4GMU, KB4MON, N4NKA, KA4NXF, K4SJA, 
W4SME, KI4VT, WB4WYG and old faithful, WB4ZVD. Can you 
imagine? One-fourth of all net stations checking in that much! 

Twenty-nine stations checked in 80 percent of net sessions and 
they represent 55 percent of the roster. 

I thank all of you for your great participation and also to those 
regular NCS and liaison stations. 

I heard that a New Year’s Eve special session was held with 
WB4SOU being the hostess. From all reports, a good time was had 
by all, and hilarity was the theme for this bash. 

It makes me proud to be associated with this net that takes its 
obligations to the NTS System seriously. This can only be ac- 
complished through the dedicated efforts of the NCS and liaison 
stations along with the help of each and every net member. By 
doing this amateur radio benefits as a whole. 

Please join us and have fun while we get the work done. 


AIN Net News: WA4PUP requests that everyone contact their 
state representatives to get them involved in the antenna 
regulations legislation. Ask them to co-sponsor the legislation. He 
also reports that NOVA is now in Florida for those who may be 
interested. 

WA4PFK reported that SAR reports have been down for quite 


some time and hopes that all traffic handlers will remember to - 


forward these important reports each month. However, PSHR 
reports have rebounded and are doing better each month. 
K4CY reported that packet traffic was heavy and there was 
some difficulty with the format being used by some stations. 
WB4GHU reported that they were continuing to monitor phone 
patches and that would be completed in the near future. 


FLORIDA C.W. NETS 
By Ed, K4lA 

QFN Manager Rip, AA4HT Writes: The holiday season has 
come and gone and traffic is returning to normal. As usual the 
Christmas Holidays generated considerable traffic, but QFN had 
no problem with the load. 

Compared to November, the December QNI increased from 
1,033 to 1,269 with the traffic count from 897 to 1,359. However, 
compared to December 1989 this was a four percent decrease in 
QTC, but the check-ins increased 19 percent. 

I had to put out several QNCs for volunteers to help with the 
load and as usual there were always those that quickly stepped 
forward to help. There were many times that multiple 
representatives had to be sent to the region nets. 

Many thanks to those of you that helped, and I know many of 
you helped out over and over again. It is that kind of attitude that 
makes traffic handling so satisfying and fun. 

We are now entering the hamfest season, so hopefully, we can 
get together to discuss additional ways to improve the net. 

QNI is already recognized by region and area nets as being 

very efficient because of you. 

See you on QFN. We meet daily at 7:00 and 10:00 local time on 
3651 KHz. 


Gator Net Notes by Manager Doug, W4MEE: For December 


. the figures are: QNI 272 average 8.8 and QTC 280 average nine, in 


31 sessions with a total of 28 different stations. 

Those regulars that checked in 100 percent were K4JI and 
W4MEE with a few others following closely. 

Chris, N4KEC, has gone North for the 7 eknt lat 

hi. 

“We still need one more NCS to replace WC4D. Please let me 
know if you would be willing to take his place. This is a good way 
for you to get going in the morning. 

I find we have another member of the Society of Wireless, 
Pioneers. This is Joe, W4KLY of Palm Beach. 

If you have any net news please send me a message on the net. 

Gator Net meets every morning at 0830 local time on 7068 KHz. 
See youthere. . . any day of the week. 


. mad fool 


—73, 
Doug 

FMSN Reported by Manager Joe, N4KFU: December traffic 
was just as expected and the net set new records in all categories. 
We had 444 stations check in who handled 372 pieces of traffic in 
1.018 minutes. We averaged 14 stations sending 12 pieces of traffic 
in 33 minutes per session. Great job gang. 

In fact AA4BN had 38 messages, and AA4HT had 28 in one 
session. The 38 pieces is anew FMSN record. 

We need a replacement for N4IWO who has rig problems. We 
miss Don and hope he returns soon as he has done a fine job as a 
NCS. We also need a couple of QFN liaison stations, and now is a 
good time as it will be a slow period for a while. 

Laura, WA9VND, was in the hospital for a short stay. She is 
doing well and we are glad to have her back on the net. She is now 


‘doing double-duty as an NCS turning in a downright good job. 


Thanks to KB9LT for standing by in her absence. 

W1KAM informs me that he will be off and running again in 
late January. We will certainly miss him. WX4J should be in 
Jacksonville by the time this reaches you. He had to give up his 
QFN representative spot due to the move and job commitments. 


HERNANDO COUNTY HAMFEST 


FEBRUARY 23, 1991 


BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA 


HERNANDO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS AUDITORIUM & EXHIBITION BUILDING 


‘}ADVANCED  REGISTRATION...$3.00 
AT THE DOOR 


BROOKSVILLE 
ON USS. 

Lots of FREE Parking 
DOORS OPEN AT 8:00 AM 


CONCESSION 
ON PREMISES 


LOCATED 2 MILES 


GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS 


SOUTH OF AT 
3:00 PM 


41 
HOURLY 


DOOR 
PRIZES 


Talk In: 146.115 /.715 
OPE PECOCCOCCOCCOCOOOOOOOTOCCOT OTT EPP TPP PrP ree PP PPP PPP 


For Advance Tickets and Table Confirmation Send S.ASLE. Tot .csssescsesesesecesee 


CALL 


Ticket and Table requests 


H.C.A.R.A. 
Hamfest Chairman 
P.O. Box 1721 
Brooksville, Fl. 34605 


For additional information call: ° 
PAT BRAYTON /WB4EXA 
904-796-4840 after 7:00 PM 


Tickets at $3.00--$ 


received after 2-16-91 
will be held at gate 


Tables at $10.00-$ A.R.R.L. 
APPROVED 


TOTAL ENCLOSED----$ _ NO REFUNDS HAMFEST 


MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: — H.C.A.R.A. 
ALL VENDORS MUST HAVE AN ADMISSION TICKET 
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WC4D led all stations with 30 QNI followed by: AA4BN, 
AA4CH, AA4FG, AA4HT, KB9LT, KA4NXF,, KJ40U, WA9VND, 
W1KAM, N4UAV and KC4TNI. All checked in 15 or more times. 
We thank AA4FG and KC4FL who continue to do yeoman duty for 
TPTN liaison. 

FMSN welcomes: Art, KC4TNI; Ed, K4EBE; Sam, N4BGS; 
Bob, AA4ZV; and Gaby, K2GQU. Keep checking in guys and join 
the cable-wireless crowd. Please send in your profile sheets so I 
can introduce you to the net members. Don’t be bashful! 

Until next month enjoy yourself and join the cable-wireless fun 
on 3651 KHz every night at 1730 local time. 


QFNS Notes by Manager John, KC4FL: Net figures for 
December were 231 stations QNI averaging 7.5 per session with 98 
messages for a 36 percent increase. The 31 sessions took 747 
minutes, an average of 24.1. Overall this was a 15 percent in- 
crease. 

' High volume stations were: WA4PFK, KA4FZI, WC4D, 
N4LAO, WA9VND, KB9LT, AA4CH and W4DWN. 

Come to QFNS and learn how to handle messages with our 
experienced instructors. We send slowly. 

See you on QF NS meeting nightly at 8:00 p.m. on 3715 KHz. 


Guest Comments This Month by Bill, KiZK, STM SFL: Ed 


Roller, K4I1A, has asked me to substitute for him this month on his 
column, and since there are a few things I would like to get off my 
chest, Iam only too glad to oblige! 

First, I want to thank all of you traffic handlers for your 
dedication and hard work handling traffic in this past period of 
heavy holiday traffic. I am sure that many of you have earned 
your BPL card and some of you several times over. Your 
willingness to accept duties as ‘representatives’ to region and 
area nets is much appreciated by me and the net managers. 

To give you an ideajof the amount of traffic handled on the 
more than 20 nets reporting to me for November and December 
(phone, cable wireless and VHF voice nets), there was a total of 
4,442 messages handled in November and 5,749 handled in 
December. The December total therefore was 81.3 percent higher 
than the average. This December total was also 17.7 percent 
higher than the total for December 1989. 

This is remarkable to me because I had thought that packet 
operations would have reduced the total traffic handled on the 
voice and cable wireless nets. It certainly didn’t! It is possible 
that the packet organizations have really added to the total of 
traffic handled on the traditional nets. I hope so! 


Now that you are basking in the good news above, here’s the ~ 


stinger! We are all getting sloppy in counting message “‘check’’ 
figures. On one traffic schedule I keep, I received six messages 
and four of them had the check wrong — one of them had four 
missing words — that is way too much. A whole phrase in that 
message was somehow missing, and how many times it had been 
relayed without the check being amended, I don’t know. 

I’m an old-time traffic handler and copy both cable wireless 
and voice traffic on a typewriter, and when I have five words of 
the text I double space and type five more — making 10 words ona 
line, so at the end of the text I know exactly how many words 
(groups) are in the message. If you don’t or can’t type your in- 


<< MAKCOM: 


o> 4 ANTENNA MATCHER 
The ultimate advanced technology —— 
when you need it most... 


P.O. Box 502 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fil. 33302 
(305) 523-6369 


THE BOTTOM LINE: 


Call Sonny 


"“MAXCOM° WORKS” 
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coming traffic, please try to write five words to a line and after 
the sender is through, ask him to standby while you count the 
check. 

It really does make a big difference in some messages and I 
know it is easy to miss an “‘T’”’ for instance during static crashes, 
so lets try and bea little more accurate in our message handling. 

I would also like to remind you to watch out for copying “‘not”’ 
for ‘‘now’’ and vice-versa. Such a mistake can radically change 
the meaning of a message. For instance: ‘Iam now arriving Jan- 
uary 18’ copied as ‘I am not arriving January 18’’ changes the 
whole meaning of the message! 

I guess I can get off my soapbox for now and once again thank - 
you for your valuable help during the holiday season traffic 
handling. 


HOW MANY COUNTRIES ARE THERE? 
By Tom Lewis, N4TL 

In the November issue of QST the Honor Roll is based on 323 
countries. The number of countries was 323 for the month that 
Honor Roll list was done. Walvis Bay was added on June 1, 1990, 
making 324 countries on the DXCC list. 

The number of countries has changed again. Now it has 322 
countries. Three countries have been deleted and one added. This 
is a quote from the ARRL’s DX Bulletin Number 45, dated 
November 9, 1990: 

“Effective October 3, 1990, the German Democratic 
Repubic, Y2 through Y9, is deleted because the country was 
absorbed by the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), on 
that date. 

“Effective May 22, 1990, the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, 70, and the Yemen Arab Republic, 4W, 
are deleted. In their place, a new country, Yemen, 70, is 
added effective May 22, 1990. March 1, 1991, has been set as 
the earliest date for submission of cards for credit for the 
new Yemen listing.” 

I am sure there will be more changes to the DXCC country list. 
As time goes on DXers around the world will find new locations to 
operate from that will count as new DXCC countries. Grosse-lle 
Island will not be one of them. The DXAC has voted against 
making Grosse-lle Island a new DXCC country. 

Many DXers in the South Florida area use packet radio to 
connect to the South Florida DX Association’s (SFDXA) DX . 
Packet Cluster in Boca Raton. This packet cluster provides up-to- 
the-minute DX information. 

There are two ways to connect to it, direct on 145.59 MHz or 
through the South Florida Packet Network. If you use the net- 
work, are you ready for the changes that are coming? The Florida 
network is gradually changing from NetRom firmware to ie : 
firmware. 

To connect the SFDXA’s DX Backes Cluster with NetRom you 
would enter a number of commands to make the connection. First 
connect to your local node, then connect to BCR7, then connect to 
N4TL. N4TL is the call of the DX Packet Cluster. With the ROSE 
firmware only one connect command will be needed. 

It looks like this: C N4TL V W4ABC, 407904. 

Where W4ABC is the network node close to your QTH. 407904 is 
the network address of N4TL. 

If you want to learn about ROSE, there is an article in the 
November issue of ‘‘CQ’”’ magazine, page 10. 

The SFDXA is working on improving the coverage of the DX 
Packet System in the South Florida area. 

An experimental node is being run at night by WB4MAI. This 
node runs the same software as the N4TL DX node. Both systems 
share DX information. Any DX called in on one node will be sent 
to the other and any station that is connected will receive the 
information in real time. The WB4MAI node is on 145.59 MHz. 
Linking between N4TL and WB4MAI is done on 145.59 MHz for 
now and probably will be moved to another band in the future. 


WANTED: More station/operator photc lub action 
shots and special event photos. Any si ¢ black and 
white or color. Give names, calls etc. Can return phot@s 
with a SASA please. Editor, Box 501, Miami Springs, 
FL 33266. 


y— Ne IsoLoop HF ANTENNA 


REVOLUTIONARY COMPACT DESIGN 


O nce again AEA has achieved a significant engineering 


YA breakthrough with its high-performance, low profile 

HF IsoLoop antenna. Performance isn’t compromised 
by its small size. Operate your favorite HF band (14 to 30 MHz 
frequency coverage) from areas with restrictive zoning ordinances 
or apartments and condos. Or take it with you on vacation. . . 
it’s the ideal go-anywhere portable antenna. And it’s the only 
antenna you need to cover 14 to 30 MHz. ONE antenna instead 
of numerous dipoles and without any traps! 


150 Watts. Rated up to 150 watts, the IsoLoop transmits 
and receives on any frequency between 14 to 30 MHz. When 
mounted with the loop in the horizontal plane, the radiation 
pattern is omni-directional and horizontally polarized, with the 
gain of a dipole. Maximum radiation is at low angles which is 
ideal for DX operation. The IsoLoop may also be mounted 
with the loop in the vertical plane to provide a null in a desired 
direction. Tuning is provided by a precision stepper-motor and 
a small remote control box, the LC-1. 


The IsoLoop does not need ground radials and its balanced, 
shielded feed-loop isolates the feedline from the antenna. The 
IsoLoop is well-isolated from the feedline. Like AEA’s Isopole 
antennas, your signal is radiated by the antenna and not the 
feedline. With end-fed antennas, the outside of the coax becomes 
part of the-antenna, resulting in noise and computer hash pickup 
and increased TVI problems. 


High-Q Design. One of the unique features of the IsoLoop 
is its inherent High-Q. The IsoLoop can be considered a very 
sharp tunable filter that radiates. The narrow bandwidth sup- 
presses harmonics from your transmitter reducing TVI problems. 
It also attenuates out-of-band signals from nearby transmitters 
that could overload your receiver. 


Compact. The IsoLoop is square, 
with rounded corners, and measures 
32 inches on a side and weighs only j 
12 pounds. Because of the IsoLoop’s 
small size, it makes a perfect attic 
or balcony antenna. It’s also excellent 
for portable operation, recreational 
vehicles or camp-site use. A rotator 
is not necessary when used in the 
omni-directional, 
horizontally polarized mode. 


Revolutionary. The AEA IsoLoop antenna 
represents years of research and development. 
Others may try to imitate the IsoLoop, but none 
can match the patent-pending design. 

AEA also provides technical support from the 
factory or through your personal computer and 
modem on CompuServe’s HamNet. If you are 

already a CompuServe member, just type GO 
HAMNET at any CompuServe prompt. For a free introductory 
CompuServe membership, call 1-800-848- 8199 and ask for 
representative #48. 


AEA Brings You A Better Experience 


Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 
2006-196th St, SW/P.O. Box 2160 Lynnwood, WA 98036 206-775-7373 


Specifications subject to change without notice or obligation. Dealer Inquiries Invited, Copyright 1990. 
Stand optional. 


lsoLoop precision stepper motor 
provides accurate tuning. 


IsoLoop LC-1] control box with 
variable speed tuning. 
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QCWA, Inc. 


FLORIDA Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, KAJMH 


FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A. NEWS 
Edited by Eli Nannis, K4AJMH 

The QCWA National Convention in Kansas City drew an at- 
tendance of 191 registered. 

Due to resignations, two new directors were welcomed to the 
board. They were Milt Chaffee, WIEFW and Walter Brink, 
W3WPY. 

Plans are being made for establishing a QCWA Museum in 
Omaha. The Western Heritage Museum offered to provide 15,000 


- square feet of space for such an exhibit. Leo Meyerson, WO0GFQ, 


will be the QCWA representative and locai contact. 

Retiring Director Esther Given, W6BDE, was honored with a 
Special Service Award for her outstanding dedication during her 
seven years on the board and her contributions for editing of the 
QCWA column in ‘“Worldradio’’ for almost seven years. It was 
announced that Presidental Awards are to be presented to Herb 
Gleed, W6FQ; Dave Bell, W6AQ; Armin Meyer, W3ACE; and 
Noel Eaton, VE3CJ. 

Some 1,800 members are eligible for the 50-Year Golden An- 
niversary Award. If you are eligible, drop a note to headquarters 
saying that you would like to receive the award. You can also 
request the chapter to send in for the award for you. 


The 1991 convention will be in Canton, Ohio. 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER ; 

Compliments to Sam Gardner, N4MCW, for his objective letter in the Winter 1990 
QCWA Journal. He is also doing a great job into 1991 as secretary of the Lakeland Radio 
Club. : : 

New officers for the chapter in 1991 are: President John Spark, W4LHP; Vice- 
President Lou Porter, K40VQ; Secretary Jay Hitchcock, K8YGH; and Treasurer 
Frank Mason, W4TIC. fa: y 

Regular check-ins on the State QCWA Net are: Frank La Londe, W4PBL; Charles 
Stevens, K8RIF; Bill Hunsicker, K4DF; Jim Gundry, W4JM; and Al Streling, W40FT. 

Al is pleased with his new 75/40 dipole. 

Welcome to new member, Roy Coleman, WAOZA. Heis a real expert on antennas. _ 

Charlie Baptist, W1PB. is not moving as yet. ; 

Marge Pracher, N4TJN, looked great at the December meeting. Nice to see Ed 
Swary and wife, Treva, at the last meeting. W4YRK is a regular check-in from way out 
there in Auburndale. Nice to have Jax represented by Ed Nelson, WOMKP and Deland 
by Bill Crandell, KM4AE. pas 

Sincere thanks to: the 1990 officers for a job well done; Frank La Londe, W4PBL, 
who did a super job with the Christmas meeting; and Vice President Tom Snipes, 

KM40A and Treasurer Charlie Stevens, K8RIF, who served several terms with 
distinction. 

Happy New Year and 73 to all. 4 
Reported by Jim Gundry, W4JM 

PALM BEACH CHAPTER : 

This months meeting was held at our regular location in the Prosperity Oaks Dining 
Room on the 27th of November and a total of 34 members and guests were present at the 
luncheon. 

We held our yearly election of officers at the October meeting. The 1991 officers are: 
President Charles Newell, K2GNZ; Vice-President Robert McDow, W4KOG; and Secre- 
tary/Treasurer Walter Reitz, K4JCA. All the members wish to thank the outgoing of- 
ficers:and to welcome the new and wish them well for the coming year. 

The speaker for the meeting was introduced by past-president, Hank Groman. Mr. 
Perry Easter of the Southern Bell Telephone Company, gave a very informative talk on 
the use of fiber optics as a replacement for the copper wires used in the telephone 
distribution system. One interesting point was that the fiber optic twisted pair could 
handle almost 3,000 calls simultaneously as opposed to only one on the copper wires. 

The next meeting will be at our usual place on the 17th of December. It will be our 
annual Christmas party, so we hope that everyone will come and celebrate the holidays 
with us. 

We are planning to have one of our famous QCWA Auctions at our January 29th 
meeting. 

Reported by Bob McDow, W4KOG 
’ SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 

Twenty-one members and guests attended our meeting on Saturday, November 19th 
at the Denny’s Restaurant on Northwest 36th Street and the Palmetto Expressway in 
Miami. 

Final plans and arrangements were discussed for our upcoming year-end meeting 
and picnic at the Enchanted Forest Park on December 15th. 

Al Wilcox, E4ELR, read a letter from John Taylor, W3ZID, describing the chemical 
composition of Bakelite, the insulating material used back in the ’30s for coil forms, 
standoffs and antenna insulators, etc. Al has been researching this information forever 
I guess, and has finally received some authoritative answers from a qualified expert. Al 
is a former president of the chapter. 

Harry, W4SQG, showed a very interesting video tape of the life of Marconi and his 
achievements in the development of radio communications. 

The 50/50 cash drawing was shared by Harry, W4SQG (again) and Don, K4HVI. 

Our chapter meets every third Saturday of the month at Denny’s Restaurant, 7411 
N.W. 36th Street (Northwest 36th Street and the Palmetto Expressway) at 12:00 noon. 
We offer outstanding ham camaraderie, interesting speakers, the 50/50 cash drawing 
and good food. All guests are cordially invited. 

— Reported by Sid Wolfeld, KJ4AS 


GATOR CHAPTER 

At the December meeting there was 32 members and guests in attendance. 

The officers for 1991 are: President Paul Turner, W1DLP; Vice-President Barton 
Bridge, W2ZYQ; Secretary, Eli Nannis, K4JMH; and Treasurer Bill Turner, W2WV. 
The directors are: Don Bice, W4PCO and Lou Weber, K4HWS. 

' The dues for 1991 was raised to $4. The members contributed a donation to the “‘Reli- 
coe Community Service.”’ This amount was matched by our treasury and $100 was 
sent. r 

One of our guests was former-president, Ralph Barr, WODNO and his XYL. They 
now live in Arizona, Tom Corio, KB4EL, requested a chapter membership application. 

One of our members, Tom Matthews, K4IJC, was in a serious accident and the extent 
of me ede is ao known as of yet. 

e ill, W4STX, for providing the chapter with quality programs during the 
pet year. The board will be requested to create a new position of sadgrais dinectt on 

e board. , 

— Reported by Eli Nannis, K43MH 
HERNANDO CHAPTER 

The November meeting was held on the 20th with 28 members and guests attending. 

The Nominating Committee presented the following slate of officers for 1991: 
President Win Knowlton, K1BUM; Vice-President Ed Tilton, W1HDQ; Secretary 
Eunice Gordon, W1UKR;; and Treasurer Bob Gordon, W1KUL. The Board of Directors 

are: Marv Oehring, W1GEN and Frank McCarthy, W1YTB. 

The Welcome Back Snowbirds Picnic was held on November 7th with 36 members 
and guests in attendance. The food was great and the company exceptional. 

Our next meeting will be our Christmas party, and will be held at Sorrento’s. We 
would also like something for our annual raffle. 

i — Reported by Eunice Gordon, W1UKR 

SUNCOAST CHAPTER 

We held our regular monthly meeting on December 6th at the House of Chong in 
Sarasota. There were 68 members and guests present. 

President Corby Pratt, K4WV, opened the meeting. 

Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF, introduced the speaker, Dr. William Nix, N4UAO. He 
served in the Navy, graduated as an electrical engineer, then got a doctorate degree as 
a minister and is currently serving as pastor of the Venice United Church of Christ. He 
was assigned as disaster consultant for South Carolina when Hugo hit. He gave a slide 
presentation showing the extensive damage from Hugo. He said that communications 
was a problem until the local hams could get organized. 

— Submitted by Bob Bookwalter, WANWF 
SUWANNEE CHAPTER 

Our chapter met on December 13th at Don’s Smorgasbord in Ocala with 44 members 
and guests in attendance. 

We recognized and thanked the outgoing officers for their splendid work during the 
year. The new officers for 1991 are: President Ray Chartier, WIRFE, Vice-President 
Tom McDonald, W1MRJ; Secretary/Treasurer Daisy Coleman, W4QAV. The Directors 
are: Rowland Medler, W4ANN and Arthur Anderson, W40OZR. Others elected were: 
Chaplain Jim Armstrong, N4HZR and Net Control Ed Gaudet, K4BRC. 

The chapter paid a special tribute to Adis Henry, W4PF J, who after six years as sec- 
retary/treasurer, resigned due mainly to health problems. She was accorded a standing 
ovation as she was presented wtih a beautiful plaque inscribed with a tribute for the 
faithful service she has rendered the chapter from 1985 to 1990. 

Funds were raised at the meeting for the Rape and Spouse Abuse Center for Marion 
County.. . .a worthy cause which the chapter has supported for several years. 

— Reported by Ray Chartier, WIRFE 
: s SOUTHEAST FLORIDA CHAPTER 

Thirty-six members and guests attended the chapter year-end meeting and picnic at 
the Enchanted Forest Park in North Miami on Saturday, December 15th. The highlight 
of the meeting was the covered-dish delights brought by the ladies. This year the of- 
ferings were outstanding and a number of varieties. George Masterson, W4UAA, 
brought his collection of ancient keys and bugs as well as a 1930s TRF aircraft receiver 
used by Pan Am. Tom Jones, KB4OI, also brought a number of timer bugs. 

: The officers for 1991 are: President John Beck, W4COG, Vice-President Harry 
Pilafian, W4SQG; Secretary Art Rauch, W4VZ; Treasurer Marion Rauch, WB4RFB; 
and Corresponding Secretary Sid Wolfeld, KJ4AS. 

_Agood time was had by all and the chapter is looking forward to a dynamic new year 
with an increase in membership and speakers. Our chapter extends our sincere best 
wishes to all Florida chapters for the coming year. 

— Reported by Sid Wolfeld, KJ4AS 
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; ? PELICAN CHAPTER 
At our December meeting 32 members were present including Helen Stern, widow of 


our last president emeritus, Phil Stern. 
The speaker was Curt Peredelwitz, who related a Christmas story entitled “‘Why the 


Chimes : , 
Don, W4PCO, was acting secretary as our regular secretary, Paul Turner, W1DLP, 
was out with the flu. 


There will be no increase of dues for the coming year. 
Wes Randles, W4COW, the national treasurer, spoke briefly on the new no-code 


licensing. 
Gil Pearsall, W8HEZ, advised the “Phil Stern” Award to Harry Bloechle, K4WP. ° 


Helen Stern presented the award. Harry was not at the meeting and it will be presented 
to him at the next meeting. 


Weare advised that a former member, Frank Port, W1ION, is in the hospital and not 


“doing too well. A former member, Jack Seidel, N4AQU, is now residing in Mesa, 


Arizona. He has had two strokes, but he says he gets around very well. 
A collection was taken which was matched by our treasury and donated to the 


Salvation Army and the St. Petersburg Free Clinic. 
The Nominating Committee presented the following nominations: President 


Blanche Randles, W4GXZ; Vice-President Ralph Luedke, K9MOR; Secretary, Jay 
Strom, K9BSL; Treasurer Don Bice, W4PCO. Directors are: Gil Pearsall, W8HEZ; 
Si Fen K4KE; Roy Dressler, W9MCS; Jay Keyes, K4FCW; and Eli Nannis, 


— Reported by Jay Strom, K9BSL 


ATTENTION ALL 
FLORIDA Q.C.W.A. CHAPTERS 

Florida Skip will be publishing a directory of any 
QCWA chapter in Florida. Send me the name of the 
chapter, location of the meeting plus date and time of 
meetings and an address and phone number of the 
person responsible for the chapter meetings. This 
information will be in each issue of ‘‘Skip.”’ 

Send this information to me: Eli Nannis, K4JMH, 
14996 Imperial Point Drive North, Largo, Florida 


34644, 
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JST-135 
HF Transceiver 


¢ 150 W Output 


° All Modular Construction 


_ © 1 Chip. Direct Digital Synthesis 
ASK FOR SPECIAL 


- SALES PRICES 


= Find out wny thousands of customers 
have switched to us. 


Ameco, Alilance, Daiwa, Hy-Gain & others 


N4€DO 


4400 Hwy. 19-A 


Mount Dora, FL 32757 


RADE 


All brands new and reconditioned 


NRD-535 
The Ultimate HF Receiver 


e General Coverage Receiver 
¢ U/LSB, AM. FM, AFSK 


. AUTHORIZED 


AZDE 


DEALER 


KENWOOD, ICOM, TEN-TEC, Astron, Cushraft, Larsen, MFJ, 
Butternut, B&W, Hustler, Antenna Specialists, AEA, Ameritron, 
Van Gorden, ARAL, RF Concepts, Diamond, Kantronics, 
CallBook, Alpha Delta, Hell, Grundig, Uniden, Bearcat, Mirage, 


Amateur Radio 
Sales & Service 
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re) Lay nt a 
AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER 
Service 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 


New hourly tate $35.00 
Quick Repair 
WE SHIP UPS 
C.0.0D.s WELCOME 
1040 lixdustrial Drive, Box 224, Watkinsville, Georgia 90877 
Telephone: (404) 769-8706 


IT HAPPENED LONG AGO 


By Harry Dukas, K14GH 
March 12th Coco-Cola first sold, 1894. 
March 17th Rubber bands patented, 1845. 
March 26th First store opens in Downtown Miami, 1896. 
April 10th Safety pin patented, 1849. 
May Ist Empire State Building opens, 1931. 
May 15th First newspaper published in Miami, 1896. 
May 31st Dr. John Kellogg patents flaked cereal, 1884. 
June 25th Custer’s Last Stand, 1876. 


2S OY aN Sa ome era 


LBW 


PT 2500 Amplifier 


FOR THE BEST DEAL! 


1-800-828-6433 


10:00 to 5:00 P.M. EST. (Mon.-Fri.) 
Sat. 10:00 to 2:00 P.M. 
Yoo a 
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FLORIDA ARMY M.A.R.S. NEWS 
By Lorraine S. Matthew, AAT4JK 

My name is Lorraine. Bob, AAR4QH, has asked me to write 
this column. I hope I can justify his confidence. Feel free to send 
me any ideas or items that you would like to share with MARS 
members and the total amateur radio community in Florida. 

On December 8th, the Panhandle MARS members attended a 
fine seminar directed by Jim, AAT4RD, assistant MARS director, 

‘held in Valparaiso. Attendance was excellent. Thanks goes, in 
particular, to Bob, AAR4QH, for making the arrangements. 

Many topics were covered in great detail and discussion was 
encouraged. Some topics drew lively comments pro and con. All 
who attended are better prepared for the MARS mission we 
represent. I would encourage all Florida Army MARS members 
to attend these seminars as they become available. 

Comments From Bert, AAA4FL, State MARS Director: The 
United States Army utilizes volunteer ham operators in the 
Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS). Presently our 172 
Florida Army MARS members’ main mission is to handle 
morale, welfare and official record message traffic via voice and 
data communications for our armed forces and authorized U.S. 
personnel stationed throughout the world. 

Florida Army MARS is handling an average of 2,500 messages 
a month to and from our military personnel wherever they are 
stationed. 

For more information about the MARS program, contact: 
State MARS Director, Florida, Albert S. Fow, AAA4FL, 13809 
S.W. 111th Street, Dunnellon, Florida 32630; (904) 489-0692. 

New and Notes: Florida Army MARS has a recent “silent 
key,’’ Elmer Kusluch, AAR4NP, a former Florida State MARS 
director. He will be sorely missed. 

Cheers to the City of Ocala for their support of the work of the 
Silver Springs Radio Club in Desert Shield and in serving the 
public. That support is reflected in their funding of $6,000 toward a 
1,000-foot tower and hook-up, phone patch equipment and a packet 
station. Congratulations Ocala. May other citites follow your 
lead! 

Leo, AAV4TN, reports that phone patching is active. He finds 
that the military personnel in the Desert Shield Operation do not 
want peanuts or hard candies. They do want such drinks as 
Gatorade, fruit juice and juice mixes. There have also been 
several requestes for shoe polish(?). 

Leo is placing a service ad in the Homestead Air Force Base 


newspaper explaining that the MARS service is available through — 


his telephone number. He feels that the people who need to know 
about MARS don’t, and we should get the word out to these people. 
Good luck with your efforts, Leo. 

At the time this column is being writtten, there is still the 
uncertainty of what will happen in the Middle East. By the time 
this column is published, the January 15th deadline will be past. 
Let’s hope that a peaceful and lasting solution will have been 
reached. 

- Till next time, I leave you with this thought: ‘‘Few of us get 
dizzy from doing too many good turns.” 

(Editor’s Note to Air Force and Navy MARS Directors: Where 
are your columns? Space is waiting for membership news. 

alae 
Editor 
WORRIED ABOUT POWER LINE GLITCHES? 

For a limited time, Fair Radio Sales may have just the 
solution to put your mind at rest and at a price you can afford. 
Fair has obtained a supply of Deltron electronic line voltage 
regulators originally manufactured for Wang Computer Cor- 
poration. 

The regulators provide full magnetic isolation to provide a 
very clean 120 VAC to power and protect valuable voltage — 
sensitive equipment. These units will minimize the possiblity of 
damage and information loss caused by surges and sags in mains 
power. 

A 500 VA model is priced at $250.00 and a 1,000 VA unit costs 
only $325.00. All prices are plus freight from Fair Radio Sales, 
1016 Eureka, Box 1105, Lima, Ohio 45802; (419) 277-8573. 


— From Westlink Report 
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KNIGHTS OF THE KILOCYCLE 
3910 Ke. Sunday Morning 1230Z, 0730 EST 
By Bob McDow, W4KOG : 

The Knights of the Kilocycle celebrated the beginning of their 
61st year on the air last week: Happy birthday to all the Knights 
and Ladies who have been a part of this auspicious group . 
throughout these many years. 

A special welcome goes to Marvin L. Cruce, KB4ESJ, of 
Augusta, Georgia, who was recently awarded membership 
number 512 in the Knights. 

The net seems to be in pretty good shape, with somewhere 
around 25 to 30 check-ins each week. Although, a check of past 
logs shows that on December 24, 1950 (our 20th anniversary net), 
a total of no less than 39 members had checked in ... so we 
shouldn’t feel too overly secure! 

The Miami Hamfest is coming up on the first weekend in 
February and I hope to see a lot of the guys and gals down there. 
I’m planning on taking the camper down and enjoying the 
weekend. Anyone attending, come by table number 64 for an 
eyeball. 

George, K4AAP, has been checking in fairly regularly from his 
new QTH in Texas. He has a pretty good signal from out there if 
you get him early. George is going into the hospital in February 
for a pacemaker replacement, so we wish him well, and for 
anyone who would like to drop him a line, his address is: George 
Decker, K4AAP, 5010 Pine Prairie Lane, Kingswood, Texas 77315. 
I’m sure he would like to hear from everyone. 

Happy 23rd anniversary to Len, WA4WTY and his XYL, Betty. 
Also, best wishes to Wendy, W1UCL and Don, K7DWT with their 
recent problems. 


L.A.N. LINES 
By Kay Anderson, W8SDUV 
F.A.D.C.A. 

Will it survive the reorganization plan? Will each of the eight 
districts send a delegate to the Tampa Convention, November 18th? 
Will they agree with each other any better than the six or eight 
directors who are being replaced? Will the fiberoptic network ever 
be put into use? Will old members come back? Will there be a 
publication like PRM or even the Beacon? 

Stay tuned. . . I will report i in December. 

LKWI1, LKW, N4GXX in Avon Park — all seem to be missing 
from the network. This puts a big void in the forwarding process. 
Hope all are back in operation by the time you read this. 

Tampa is ready to spend the grant money from IBM on 440 MHz, 
9600 baud equipment. 

Tests from CLW to TPA and from SRQ to APB have proved we 
have a good path. Watch for some new ROSE identifications. 

Personally, I found the ROSE method of identification difficult 

. then at LAN meeting, it was explained that the telephone 
company once used letters/numbers, but changed to all numbers 
and people found numbers were easier to remember. So now, 813878 
doesn’t throw me any more than CLW5 or CLWBBS. 


FLORIDA ROUTING TRAFFIC GUIDE 


A must in every Florida Ham Shack. Edited by Ron 
Mettler, WB4GHU. ARRL numbered texts, CW 
abbreviations, Emergency Communications, Florida 
city abbreviations, Florida cities listing, ICAO 
alphabet info on traffic handling, Message form, 
Florida net listing, NTS routing guide, QN signals, 
3rd party traffic restrictions, toll-free calling areas, 
2 letter state abbreviations, State abbreviation and 
ZIP codes, ARRL Net Directory registration form, 

~ MARS “2” signals most used, and more. 64 pages. 


- ONLY $5.00 
Postage Paid (U.S. & Canada) 
FLORIDA SKIP 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266 
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POLITICAL CONFLICTS! HURRICANES! EARTHQUAKES! 


SEE THE WORLD THRU YOUR EARS! 


ICOM IC-R71A 


Be there before it happens. . . . Get a birds-eye view of the World - Wars, News, Sports, Music, Drama, 
Religion -on an ICOM IC-R71A Short Wave Radio. 


Hear the ever changing Global views directly from their sources. Most countries broadcast in English, so you 
get another slant on international evens unfiltered and realtime not 12 or 24 hours after the fact. Be there 


when it happens! 


Listen to the ICOM IC-R71A against the large selection of models in our showroom. We demonstrate - You 
compare. } | 


ICOM Simply the Best © 


Mike’s Electronics 
i 1001 NW 52 Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309 
TWO BLOCKS WEST OF 1-95 - COMMERCIAL BLVD EXIT 


(305) 491-7110 
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PUBLIC SERVICE, POLICE, FIRE, FORESTRY AND MARINE FREQUENCIES 


MODELS: PCS-6000H 50 WATTS!! Also coming soon PCS-6200 220MHZ, 
PCS-6300 70CM and PC-10 10 Meter FM Handheld, CMOS AND ADVANCED SUR- 
FACE MOUNT TECHNOLOGY PROVIDE UNPRECEDENTED COMMERCIAL 
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY. 


UNPRECEDENTED WIDE FREQUENCY COVERAGE: The PCS-6000 receives | 18.00 
to 135.993 MHZ AM Aircruft/136-173.995 MHZ FM and transmits 140,100 to 150.000 
MHZ. Modifiable to ALLL MARS and CAP frequencies (proof of authorization/license 
required) 

TINY SIZE: Only 2 inches high, $4 inches wide and 7'4 inches deep!! Easily fits anywhere, 
even in the smallest car! 

20 CHANNEL MEMORY IN TWO BANKS PLUS 1 TEMPORARY CHANNEL (TM): 
Two memory banks, A and B have 10 memory channels each, The memories store frequen- 
cy, shift width, offset information, and PL tone frequency as programmed, An extra memory 
channel (that we call TM-temporary memory) is provided to allow you to store any operating 
condition instantly again and again!! we 

UP TO 21 NONSTANDARD SPLITS: Program any split in any channel, 


VERSATILE SCANNING FUNCTIONS: Dual memory scan, programmable band scan- 
ning, hold scan and delay scan functions are provided, with selectable delay time. ALL 
memory channels are tunable independently, y 

PRIORITY CHANNEL MONITORING: Memory Channel BO (the first channel in memory 


bank B) is monitored every four seconds regardless of any operating condition. When a signal 
is received, a beep is heard, 


DISCRIMINATOR CENTERING (AZDEN EXCLUSIVE PATENT): Always stops on 


frequency desired when scanning. 


. ‘ 
PROGRAMMABLE FREQUENCY STEPS: In memory, frequency steps can be set at 
SKHZ to 20KHZ in any increment. 


BUILT-IN PROGRAMMABLE TONE ENCODER: 57 different tones are built in for 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: 


AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 
1040 Industrial Drive, Box 224, Watkinsville, Georgia 30677 
Repair Service: (404) 769-8706—2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
MANUFACTURER: JAPAN PIEZO CO,, LTD. 
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Telephone (404) 769-8706 
Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Mon.-Fri. 


instant programming of PL tones into memory channels and microcomputer. Tone frequen- 


cy can be entered independently in RX and TX. A tone decoder is available as an option, 


LITHIUM BATTERY BACKUP: Memory Information can be stored for up to $ years 
even if power is removed, 


FREQUENCY REVERSE: Allows you to listen to repeater input frequency. 


FEATHER-TOUCH TUNING CONTROL KEYBOARD: The LED backlighted light touch 
keyboard performs all tuning operations simply by pushing the key(s) and key actuation is 
audibly verified, ‘ 

LARGE LCD (LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY): The LCD display shows the operating 
frequency, S/RF, memory channel in use and various other operating functions. The LCD 
is back-lighted by green LEDs, making it possible for you to read the display even in total 
darkness. 


FULL 16 KEY TOUCHTONE PAD MICROPHONE: DTMF Microphone functions as 
auto-patch when transmitting. 


DIGITAL S/RF METER: Shows incoming signal strength and relative transmitter power. 


MICROPHONE CONTROLS: Up/Down memory and frequency control. ‘ 


TRUE FM, NOT PHASE MODULATION: Unsurpassed intelligibility and audio fidelity, 


High/Low Power: 25W/4SW or SW/10W (6000/6000H). Output-Fully adjustable. 


SUPERIOR RECEIVER: Sensitivity is better than 0.15 Microvolt for 20-DB quieting. 


Commercial-Grade design assures optimum dynamic range and noise suppression, 


AUDIO OUTPUT: 2 Waits or more. 
SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 


_ OTHER FEATURES: Rugged dynamic touchtone DTMF microphone, built-in speaker, — 


mobile mounting bracket, remote speaker jack, and all cords, plugs, fuses and hardware 
are included, ; : 


WARRRANTY: | YEAR LIMITED. 
FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER OR TO ORDER: 


_ TOLL FREE 1-800-451-2397 
FAX (404) 769-7970 (7pm-10am) Telex: 4930709 ITT 
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THE CLEAR CHOICE 


Motorola Radius 2-Way 


Better control of your business begins with Motorola/Radius 2-Way radios. 
Hip-pocket portability puts your entire operation in the palm of your hand. 
One push of a button and you’re on-line communicating with the people 
working for you. 


Tough-as-nails construction makes Radius 2-Ways the clear choice for the most 
demanding working conditions. When there’s no time for downtime, 
these radios can help keep you up-to-date on your business. 


P200 


Tne F200 is tne ciear choice to keep you on top of your business. 
TT Synthesized 2 or 6 channel operation, UHF or VHF. Meets MIL 
SPEC 810 C/D. 


P100. 


The best synthesized value on the market. With 2 or 6 channels, © 
UHF or VHF, the P100 will let you know what’s going down while 
productivity goes way up. 


P50/P50 + 


The P50 and P50 + are the tough talking tools no crew 
should be without. They will help make downtime 
an old war story. 1 or 2 channel operation, UHF or VHF. 


Mobiles 


Radius’ synthesized mobiles with 2, € or 16 channel operation 
put the whole workforce at your fingertips. UHF, VHF, 800 MHz or 
Low Band madeis available. 


On-Site Paging 
There’s no need to wait for your people to find a telephone. 

With the PR3000 pager and RPBSO base station, you can get your 
message across with no-wait efficiency. * 


Motorola/Radius 2-Way radios . . . the clear choice to give your business 
a boost. Stop in today and see how Radius products 
can keep you on top of your operaticn. 


10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday 


Nationwide Toll Free 1-800-847-2346 ‘HAROLD HEASTER, INC. 
In, Florida (904) 672-2878. 84 NORTH TYMBER CREEK ROAD 
ORMOND BEACH, FL. 32074 
HAROLD - KE8MR 


@® , MOTOROLA and Radius are = ® 
registered trademarks of Motorola, Inc. @ | A U > | 


*See us for warranty details. 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


WA8FON 


x7 


(404) 466-3241 


|Xexs, Omar Electronics, Inc. EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
2130 Ga. Hwy. 81 SW W4WYR 
‘Omar Loganville, GA 30249 Broker/Associate 
AEA. MFJ . FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
abies ey eens "Office: (305) 233-4444 
gp abe Uniden Van Gorden Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


Comet Daiwa Connectors 


Sumter County Amateur Radio Tribe 
Repeater 


NE 14th AVE. 
: ELECTRONICS N MIAMI, FL 33164 
INTL., INC. (306) 893-3024 
@ Distributor of electronic wire, cable, connectors, shrink tubing, 

and cable ties. 

@ Design and manufacturing of custom cable assemblies. 
@ RF microwave and high voltage test facilities. _ 
e@ Franchised distributor for Alpha, Amphenol, Belden, Cablewave, 
’ Kings, Times and Tyton. 


BUFFALO WOLF 


WB4MOY 
Owned By Beverly Darbyson Rt. 2 Box 431 
443.125 § 448 125 Bushnell, Fla. 33513 


Academy Awards — 
and Signs Inc. 


GOOD STUFF CHEAP! 
GSC ELECTRONICS | 


wm _--_771$|NDUSTRIAL STREET 


WEST MELBOURNE, FL 32904 
ay (305) 727-8817 © FAX (305) 727-1546 


SURPLUS ELECTRONICS 


Awards + Signs » Rubber Stamps 
DESK SETS -— NAME TAGS 
Dan Wilson 
OWNER 
211 /N. 7th Street AB4GLN 
Dade City, Fl 33525 904/521-3494 


THE 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
CORPORATION HERB PHELAN, KA4VWB 


HARRY MOTTINGER, K4ZNB 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 
FL WATS _ 1-800-673-7610 FAX: (813) 465-9669 © 


Florida Custom Plastics 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


ronattvour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 
® 
MARK ROSNER N4BDZ KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 
@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
(305) 921-6610 @ IDENTIFICATION PLATES LICENSE PLATES: 
(305) 923-3333 @ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


feet oie oes 5© PHONE (813) 584-5121 


. 
be ¢ 1643 HOLLYWOOD BLVD., lea 


amewsesse MOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33020 


DOC'S 
Communicatons 
CHOOSE NEW or USED Receivers - VideoCiphers - [RD's 
Polorotors - Ku Band - Dishes - Actuators & Accessories 


HAMFEST BARGAINS ALL YEAR LONG! 


02 Chickamauga Ave. 0 
Rossville, Ga, 30741 
404-866-2302 © 404-861-3610 
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GULFSIDE REALTY INVESTMENTS, INC._____ 
Offices In NAPLES & FORT MYERS 


STEVE CHAMBERLAIN-AI4R 


Licensed Real Estate Broker 


(813) 433-0331 


SOLAR POWER 


Solar Electric Power DIY Needs For 
Houses, Cabins, RV's, Boats, Chargers 


PV Panels, Controllers, Inverters, Lights, Fans, Pumps 
Product and Design Information, Catalogs and Orders 


YOUNG'S SOLAR SHOP 407-383-SUNY 


_P.O, Box 156. 
AMATEUR 


RADIO 


AZDEN SERVICE - COMMODORE. 
COMPUTER REPAIR - SATELLITE 
TVRO SYSTEMS - SALES & SERVICE 


* BOB FORMAN/N4CRP 


SOUTHERN 
TECHNOLOGIES 


10715 S.W. 190 St. #9 © Miami, FL 33157 © 238-3327 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 


AMATEUR RADIO- 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/,25 


FLORIDA GULF COAST AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL, INC. 
ist ARRL Affiliated Council 


ANNUAL SUNCOAST 
CONVENTION 


3rd Weekend in November 


+ P.O.BOX157 + CLEARWATER, FL 34617 


Quality ganne 
Tower 8oF\0KIDy 


Service 


antenna Installation WG Rotor Replacement 


@ Tower Installation /Dismantling 
Mark Lavallee N4AXGZ ; ous 
1900 North 39th Avenue “Reasonable Rates 
Hollywood, FL 33021-4841 (305) 961-2642 


_ Titusville, Florida 32781-0156 _ 


DIRECTORY 
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 
The Central Florida Chapter meets all year-round at the Sizzler 
Steakhouse, 3105 U.S. Highway 98 North, near I-4, Lakeland, 


Florida. They meet the third Saturday of each month at 11:30a.m. 


For more information contact: Frank La Londe, W4PBL, 3840 
Charter Road, Lakeland, Florida 33809 or phone him at (813) 858- 
8346. 

FLORALA CHAPTER 

The Florala meets the second Saturday of each month at 12:00 
noon at the Hickory House Restaurant, Ft. Walton Square 
Shopping Center, 99 Eglin Parkway, Northeast. 

For more information contact John Zwaska, W4WKQ, (904) 
651-1607. 

FLORIDA STATE Q.C.W.A. NET 

The Florida State QCWA Net meets every Sunday morning at 

8:00 a.m, on 3955 KHz. 
~~ GATOR CHAPTER 

The Gator Chapter meets the first Saturday of each month at 
Stacey’s Buffet on Missouri Avenue, Midway Shopping Center, 
Clearwater at 11:30a.m. 

For more information contact: Eli Nannis, K4JMH at (813) 595- 
3111 or at 14996 Imperial Point Drive, North, Largo, Florida 34644. 

PALM BEACH CHAPTER 

The Palm Beach Chapter meets at the Prosperity Oaks Dining 
Room on Prosperity Farms Road, south of PGA Boulevard at 12:00 
noon on the last Tuesday of each month. 

For information contact: Bob McDow,W4KOG at (407) 848-2352, 


PELICAN CHAPTER 
The Pelican Chapter meets the third Wednesday of each month 
at Stacey’s Buffet on 34th Street North, St. Petersburg, near Third 
Avenue, North. The time is 11:30a.m. 
For more information contact: Paul Turner, W1DLP, 109 Pindo 
Palm West, Largo, Florida 34640 or phone him at (813) 585-9830. 


QCWA CITRUS CHAPTER 
The QCWA Citrus Chapter meets on the third Saturday of each 
month at Stacey’s Buffet in Altamonte Springs at noon. 
For more information contact Don Fisher, W4PLA, 143 Hilltop 
Place, Altamonte Springs, Florida 32701; phone (407) 331-0456. 


- SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 
The Southeast Chapter meets on the third Saturday of each 
month at noon at Denny’s Restaurant, 7411 N.W. 36th Street, 
Miami, Florida 33166. 
For more information contact Art Rauch, W4VZ, 10950 S.W. 
105th Avenue, Miami, Florida 33176-3435; (305) 274-9709, 


SOUTHEAST FLORIDA CHAPTER 

The Southeast Florida Chapter meets at the Denny’s 
Restaurant, 7411 S.W. 36th Street, Miami, Florida the third 
Saturday, every month at noon. 

For more information contact: Herb Bernard, W4JXA, 1641 
S.W, 92nd Place, Miami,. Florida 33155 or phone him at (305) 264- 
8807. You can also contact: Art Rauch, W4VZ, 10959 S.W. 105th 
Avenue, | Miami, Florida 33176 or phone him at (305) 274- 9709. 

Rie oh SUNCOAST CHAPTER 

The Suncoast Chapter meets the first Thursday of the month, 
October through May at the House of Chong on the west side of _ 
Route 41 — just south of the junction of Route 72 — at 11:30a.m. 

For inforamtion contact: Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF, at (813) 485- 


_ 7928. 


TREASURE COAST CHAPTER 
The Treausre Coast Chapter meets the third Thursday of each 
month at 11:30a.m. at the Vero Beach Inn, Route A1A. 
- For more information contact Secretary /Treasurer, Dr. W.R. 
Staples, W4SME, P.O. Box 782202, Sebastian, Florida 32978;. (407) 
664-6750. 


Please recycle 
this newspaper. 


February 1991, FLORIDASKIP / 17 : 


F.C.C. INFORMATION PAGE 


AUBURNDALE AREA 

W5YI exams, technical through extra, are to be held on the third Saturday of each 
month starting at 9:00 a.m. They will be held in the First Presbyterian Church on 410 
Pilaklakaha Avenue (PK Avenue), Auburndale, Florida. Between Winter Haven and 
Lakeland on Highway 92. Turn off 92nd on Ariana Avenue, go two stop signs and turn left 
on PK Avenue. It’s the second building on right. 

Walk-ins accepted on test available basis. Reservations requested. There is a fee of 
$5.25 for tech through extra. 

For information contact: Pete Salvage at (813) 646-2526 or Bill Loop at (813) 967-5952. 


BREVARD COUNTY 


ARRL/VEC exams by Consolidated V.E.’s of Brevard County — Room Q-22 — Florida 
Institute of Technology — Melbourne — 10:00 a.m. (check-in 0930) — third Saturday of 
every month. ; 

No pre-registration required. Form 610 provided. Bring original and photocopy of 
current license. 

For information contact Victor Lau, N4FUY at (407) 768-0888. 


BROWARD COUNTY 


SUNRISE - 

CAVEC exams by Racal-Milgo in Sunrise twice per month; on the first Saturday at 
8:45 a.m. and on the third Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 1601 N.W. 136th Avenue (North 
Harrison Parkway). 

No pre-registration required. 

’ Bring: the original and one copy of your license, the original of any credit certificate 
(or copy of FCC Form 610 for novice credit), proof of identity (driver’s license with 
photo, etc.) and $2 (except novice which is free). 

For further information call: Chip Allen, AK4Y at his home at 476- 8761; or Joe 
Loewy, KB4FO either at his home 434-8211 or work 846-4567. For 24-hour recorded in- 
formation call 846-4444. 

Talk-in on 145.270 (Tx 600 KHz). 


CITRUS COUNTY 
License exams are scheduled for the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 
8:30 a.m. at the Citrus County Emergency Operations Center on West Southern Street in 
Lecanto. (West off C.R. 491, one-quarter mile north of S.R. 44.) 
Reservations preferred, walk-ins accepted while supplies last. Bring original ham 
license and photocopy, certificates for prior exam credits if any, photo identification as 


driver’s license, pen & pencils and $5.25 fee. Phone Dwight, 
KJ4AP, (904) 746-4306 for reservations and information. 


: Crestview: 

FCC exams are given the second Saturday of each third month (February, May 
August and November) at 9:00 a.m. at the Council on Aging Building, 298 South Wilson 
Street, Crestview, Florida. Fee $5.25. Walk-ins welcome. Bring original and copy ol 
license, and a photo identification. For more information contact Bill Pate, WB4ORK. » 
Route 1, Box 189, Crestview, Florida: telephone (904) 682-0539. 


DADE CITY AREA 

W5YI exams — technician through extra class (novice exams by reservation only) — 
are conducted the third Wednesday of each month except December, in the Tampa 
Electric Company, Community Room, 602 East Meridian Avenue (two blocks east of 
Highway 301) in Dade City, Florida at 6:30 p.m. 

Bring the original and a photocopy of your current license, any CSCE and a $5.00 fee. 

Form 610 will be furnished and pre-registration is recommended. Exams by ap- 
pointment will be conducted for those persons with special needs. 

Contact Dan Wilson, AB4LN at (904) 521-3494 or (904) 583-5120 evenings and week- 
ends for further information. 


DADE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO EXAMINATIONS 
Exams will be held at the Dade County Emergency Operations Center, 5600 S.W. 87th 
Avenue, Miami, Florida 33173, at 9:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of the month. 


Walk-in exams on test available basis. Bring a photocopy of your current license, photo 
identification, pen and pencil and a $4.75 check payable to ARRL/ VEC. FCC Form 610 
available at exam. , 

. For further information contact Tom Sherwood, AL7HW at 255-3170 after 5:00 p.m. 


NORTH DADE — SOUTH BROWARD AREA 

FCC exams are given on the fourth Thursday of each month-by a W5YI-VEC team at 
6:30 p.m. prior to the regular monthly meeting of the Fellowship Amateur Radio Club at 
Ingall's Park in Hallandale at 735 S.W. 1st Street. 

No charge for novice. . . all others $4.95. 

Bring the original of your license and a photocopy and positive identification. 

For more information call Howard, N4EBT at 935-5214: or Norm, K4RBR at 823-5437 
(evenings). 

V.E.C. 1999 EXAM SCHEDULE 
Fort Walton Beach: ~ 

_ ARRL/VEC exams by Playground ARC, are held quarterly at the clubhouse — 17 Eas! 
First Street, Fort Walton Beach. The 1990 dates are March 10th, June 9th. September 8th 
and December 8th. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. Walk-ins are welcome. Fee is $4.95. For futher 
roa ip contact Bill Hord, W4WIJ at (904) 243-9720; or Hal Byrd. WG4X at (904) 243 


WEST PASCO COUNTY 

The Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring ARRL/VEC exam sessions — 
novice through extra — on the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Location is the 
Adult Education Center, 5520 Grand Boulevard, New Port Richey. 
Ba a accepted on a materials available basis. Pre-registration is strongly ad- 

Bring original and photocopy of current amateur radio license, positive iden- 
tification, check for $5.25 payable to ARRL/VEC (no fee for novice exam) and original 
and photocopy of any CSCE. 

Form 610 will be furnished. Talk-in on 146.67 (Tx-600). 


pice information contact Fred, AA4FG at (813) 849-1224 or Ralph, W2GLW (813) 842- 
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HERNANDO COUNTY EXAMS ‘ 

The Hernando Volunteer Examining Council (HERVEC) with Clover Leaf ARC and 
Spring Hill ARC co-sponsors are conducting monthly exams novice through extra, each 
third Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at Springfield High School in Spring Hill. The 
Clover Leaf Visitor’s Center in Brooksville is the alternate exam site. 

Walk-ins are welcome. 

For information contact Paul Sauer, K4ZC at (904) 683-3167. 


‘ HIALEAH j 
W5YI coordinated tests — novice through extra, every third Saturday of month at 
8 p.m. Due to space limitations pre-registration is encouraged. Fee is $4.95. 
Contact Ivan Prada, KP4EDL at (305) 829-0602 from 7 to 9 p.m. for more information. 


LAKE COUNTY/CENTRAL FLORIDA 

FCC exams are given on the third Saturday in the odd numbered months at 9:30 a.m. 
The location is the Lake Amateur Radio Association Club house just west of Tavares, 
Florida. Go two miles west of Tavares, Florida, on Highway 441 to C.R. 473, North one 
mile on C.R. 473 to the Haines Creek Baptist Church. The clubhouse and 180-foot tower are 
behind the church. 

Walk-ins permitted. Bring original ham license and photocopy, certificates for prior 
exam credits, positive identification and $4.95. 

Talk-in on 147.255, K4FC repeater. 

Contact Paul, K3NON at (904) 343-8729; or Millie, KQ4R at (904) 343-0075. 


MARION COUNTY FLORIDA 

Tests are given the second Monday of every second month (February, April, June, 
August, October and December) at 7:00 p.m. (sharp) . . . novice through extra. Walk- 
ins are welcome. 

The location is the Green Clover Hall in the Marion County Government Complex off 
Route 40 on Ft. King and 25th Avenue in Ocala, Florida. 

Bring $4.95 and a copy of license. ; 

For more information call R. Brenner, KA4RWB at (904) 237-5783 or write to 5690 
S.W. 36th Avenue, Ocala, Florida 32674 and senda SASE for a reply. 

OCALA/CENTRAL FLORIDA 

W5YI exams are held each month (except November and December) on the last 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at the St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 2802 N.E. 7th Street, Ocala, 
Florida. 

All exams, novice through extra, are given on a walk-in basis. Fee is $4.75. Novices are 
free. Talk-in is available on 145.130 repeater. 

For information contact Jim, KA2MBE at (904) 236-0744; or Joe, KA4WJB at (904) 351- 
0985. 

PALM BEACH 

Palm Beach Amateur Radio Council and Palm Beach Community College Amateur 
Radio Club are giving amateur radio license tests the third Saturday of each month at 9:0¢ 
a.m. at Palm Beach Community College, 4200 Congress Avenue, Lake Worth, Florida. 
Criminal Justice Room 101, for $4.95. 

Walk-ins permitted as long as we have test materials available. 
i ae tests are October 13th and 14th at hamfest at South Florida Fair Grounds on State 

oad 80. 
For information call Graf Buckenmaier at (407) 582-7617. 


PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 
Test date and time is January 12th, April 13th, July 13th and October 12th, 1991 at 
10:00 CST. Walk-in timeis 9:30a.m. . 
The site is the Civil Defense Building, Main Conference Room, 644 Mulberry Avenue, 


Panama City, Florida. ’ 
No cash. Make checks payable to ARRL/VEC. No charge for novice. All other 


* classes will be $5.25. 


For information write Charles Hickman, 2402 West 21st Street, Panama City, Florida 
32405 or phone (904) 785-0449, 
BOCA RATON 
The Siemens Amateur Radio Club sponsors ARRL/VEC coordinated exams the third 
Friday every month at 17:30 hours, except December which will be the second Friday. 


The tests will be given at the Spanish River High School, 5100 Jog Road, Room 8207, Boca ~ 


Raton. 

Pre-registration is recommended, but walk-ins are accepted if testing materials are 
available. Novice exams are free. . . all others are $4.95. ‘ae 

Bring a photo identification, your original license and a copy and the original and a 
copy of any CSCE'’s. All forms are provided. : 

Contact Ron Diego at (407) 994-7168 during business hours or (407) 487-1726 evenings 
and weekends for more information or to pre-register. ; 


PENSACOLA 
FCC exams are given the third Thursday of each month at 5:00 p.m. Location is the 
cafeteria of the West Palm Florida Hospital, on North Davis Highway. 4 
For further information contact Rick Lloyd, AA4W; or Bill Behrends, WA4YRN. 


PORT SAINT LUCIE AREA 
Fort Pierce, Florida ¢ Saint Lucie County 
The Fort Pierce ARC is sponsoring ARRL VEC’s each month on the fourth Saturday. 
at the Saint Lucie Emergency Operations Center. Go west of 1-95. Pass Highway 713 to 
Rock Road. It is on the right-hand side. ‘ 
Register at 9:00 a.m. and the test will be given at 9:30a.m. 
Vetails from fred Newmann WZEUX 407 340-1069 


t DUNEDIN — TAMPA BAY AREA 

W5YI-VEC coordinated amateur radio exams are conducted by the Dunedin ARC VE 
testing team on the first Monday of every month. If the first Monday is a holiday, then the ~ 
tests are held on the second Monday. : 

Testing begins at 7:00 p.m. in the Foreign Language Building, Number 99, Dunedin 
High School, 1615 Pinehurst Road. Dunedin, 

Remember to bring with you, two forms of identification, originals and copies of your 
license and CSCE's if any and the $4.95 fee required for the tech through extra exams 
Talk-in 0n.145.110 or 145.310 ( Tx-600). d 

For registration and or information call WC2G at (813) 938-7810 or W8RH at (813) 535- 
2034. Mailing address is: P.O. Box 1851, Dunedin, Florida 34697. 

TAMPA EVENING TESTING 

W5YI-VEC exams will be held the last Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (except 
November and December). Sessions will be replaced by one date in early December due 
to holidays. (Phone for exact date during November, ) ; 

Testing location is the second floor of the American Red Cross Building. 217 North 
Howard Avenue, Tampa. 

Novice exams are free. All others $4.75 cash. Bring with you the original and a 
photocopy of your current license and original and photocopies of CSCE’s, if any. 

To resolve questions or obtain holiday season dates contact Scott, KA4FRO at (813) 
685-2514. : 4 
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STARTEK a era 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


Re FREQUENCY COUNTER] | 
we 1-1500 MHZ | 


$99" 
8 RED LED DIGITS 


2 GATE TIMES 1PPM TCXO 
ANODIZED ALUMINUM CABINET 
INTERNAL NI-CAD BATTERY OPTION 


FULL YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY 


The 1500A FREQUENCY COUNTER is a quality built, 
LSI circuit design instrument that actually outperforms 
many counters costing much more. The 1500A can be 
powered by 9-12 VDC, AC adaptor or internal Ni-Cad 
batteries. The excellent UHF/VHF sensitivity makes it 
ideal to use with the telescoping antenna for easy and 
acccurate measurements of transmit frequencies from 
handheld, fixed or mobile radios such as: police, ham, 
car telephone, marine, aircraft, etc. The 1500A can also 
be used with a probe to measure computer clocks, 
oscillators, etc. 


#1500A 1-1500 MHZ FREQUENCY DOWNIE Gems... $99.95 
#BP-15 RECHARGEABLE NI-CAD BATTERIES (INSTALLED) $20.00 
#AC-15 110VAC ADAPTOR/BATTERY CHARGER ....... $ 9.00 


#TA-90 TELESCOPING BNC ANTENNA .............. $12.00 MADE IN USA 


IMPROVE RANGE AND SENSITIVITY OF YOUR LOW FREQUENCY COUNTER WITH OUR 
AMPLIFIER — 1.6; GHZPRESCALER — SS BAR GRAPH 


MODEL AP-90-H MODEL AP-90 

Same features as AP-90 but custom ;} Extend the range of any counter capable of counting 16 MHZ or higher 
configured as a plug-in accessory for {| to 1600 MHZ with super sensitivity of 1-5 mV RMS typical over the entire 
Hewlett Packard counters #5245L/M, || range. A 10 segment LED bar graph displays signal strength of the input 
5246L or 5248L/M. 4 signal. = 10, 10-500 MHZ; =~ 100, 300-1600 MHZ. 1-2 V P-P output. 
i} Aluminum cabinet, 110VAC adaptor included. 


10: MRE ~ ae 4 es Be! 5 . 
coon" eo. ie #AP-90 (AC adaptor included)... $159.95 
° #AP-90-H (for HP counters) ......... $179.95 
#TA-90 TELESCOPING BNC ANT... $ 12.00 


AMPLIRER  PRERCALER | SIGNAL INDICATOR 


ORDER FACTORY DIRECT 


800-638-8050 


Patic ued 
STARTEK INTERNATIONAL, INC. frosmcag 


_. ORDERS TO US & CANADA 
398 NE 38TH ST., FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334 ann som oy ($4 Min, $10 Max) 


PHONE: (305) 561-2211 FAX: (305) 561-9133 — FL RES ADD SALES TAX, COD $3.50 


on 
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Ya 12 AMP. $39.95 
25 AMP. $94.00 
35 AMP. $119.00 


1) 


c PST2) ery : 
oe Output 13.8 VDC, 1Camp constant 13amp surge. 
3 low ripple, electronic overload protection w/ins- 
z tant auto. reset. ; 
” PS25 

N Fully regulated, 10 : 15 volt variable, 25amp con- 
= stant 27amp surge, low ripple output, electronic 


overload protection w/instant auto reset, fuse pro- 
tected, with Dual Meter for current & voltage. 


PS$35 


Same as above except, 35 amp constant - 37 amp 
Surge, adjustable from 10 to 15 volts. 
(TWO YEAR WARRENTY) 


5/8\ 2-STEP GP 


144MHz 
GPV-5S 


$69.90 


Considered cy the experts to be the 
2 Meter antenna on the market today. 
7.0 d8 Gain-0 angle of radiation. Constructed of 
hard aluwninun and stainless steel. 
Introductary Price $59.90 ne 
AMATEUR-WHOLESALE ELECTRONIC 7OR Youn NEAREST OEALEM ON TO ONDER: 
1040 71 


Incvenrial Drie, Bax £24) Hl abinevile, Gocrgls 08 TOLL FREE 1-800-451-2397 
Repalr Service: (404) 760-0706—2:00 Pil - 4:00 Pid FAX (404) 789-7970 (7pm-10am) Telex: 4930709 ITT 
Hours: 8:30 AM + 4:30 PM Mon.-Fri, Telephone (404) 769-8706 
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Amateurs Decades 


P.O. Box 501 Miami Springs, FL 33266 
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McClaran Sales 
Box 2513, Vero Beach, FL 32961 
Tel. (407) 567-8224 


ALUMA, TOWER 


ICOM BATTERY INSERTS 


500mah 
270mah 
500mah 
500mah 
800mah 
270mah 
600mah 
600mah 


KENWOOD BATTERY INSERTS 


7.2v 200mah ‘$12.00 : 
72v 600mah $15.00 
9.6V $15.00 


600mah 
PB-25/26 8.4v 500mah $18.00 


YAESU BATTERY INSERTS 


FNB-3/3A = 10.8v 500mah $28.00 


Tempo S1 Early 
Tempo S2/4/5 Late 
Standard BP-1 

Ten-Tec BP1 

San-Tec #142#144Tabs 
Azden 300 Tabs 
Bearcat 

Regency MT1000 Tabs 


BEINKY] — (mend 
ewe oe SP 
es) 


*Add $3.00 Shipping FREE Catalogue 


TNR The Battery Store 
279 Douglas Ave., Suite 1112 


Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 
1-800-346-0601 


FREE 1991 CALENDAR 


18th year, FLORIDA SKIP is sending to it’s 
members a Ham Shack Size calendar. The one shown 
here is in four colors, actual size. If you would like 
one, send us a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) 
any size. Send it with your Renewal payment or any 
HAMBAR ad... We give one day service. They are 
Free, but donations accepted. Editor. SEASONS GREET- 
ing to all. Hyg 


¢ 


GAP 


The 


(800) 331-6186. 


super DX. 


f 4=4FREE RADIALS 

Challenger DX-VI provides 
total bandwidth less that 2:1 
won 2m, 6m, 10, 12m, 15m, 
rm 20m, and 40m. On 80m there 
fem is 140 kHz of bandwidth less 
ty than 2:1, There are NO Traps, 
Coils, Baluns, Resistors, 
Kay Transformers or Base Insula- 
tors to steal RF power. 


35 Fi. Heavy Duty] 70 Ibs. : 

Crank-Up tower, 5 
40 Ft. Heavy Duty} 72 Lbs. 

Crank-Up Tower 


BOFL. Heavy Duty; 84Lbs. 
Crank-Up Gwar, 


McClaran Sales 
P.O. Box 2513, Vero Beach, FL 32961 
j Tel. (407) 567-8224 
USA & Puerto Rico (800) 331-6186 — 


60 Ft. Heavy Duty) 105 Lbs. 
Crank-Up tower! 


75 Ft. Heavy Duty 126 Lbs. 
Crank-Up Tower 


DX-VI 


ae, ee ee 


eS a 


ers 


tor Only $219 to: i. 


RATE CARD INFORMATION 

HAMBAR service of electronic equipment only is available to all sub- 
scribers, amateurs and non-amateurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, 
which includes address, call sign, ete. Minimum charge for any HAM- 
BAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per 
word. Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each 
HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad will be published un- 
less accompanied by full remittance! We require all HAMBAR ads con- 
tain the full mailing address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if 
any. Make it easy for person wanting to buy your equipment. No HAM- . 
BARS via telephone! 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 

Full-page $125.00. Half-page (1/2) $80.00. One-quarter (1/4) page 
$55.00. One-third (1/3) page $70.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according to size of ad 
andt et required for same. 1 

Deadline re all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of each month in 
P.O. Box’501, Miami Springs, Florida 33266. Normal mailing date 25th of 
each month. Thank you for your cooperation. pater 


Sale: CD-44 rotator $45; two for $80. 25 ft tower incl. 
top section $40. Trade all for HAM IV rotator. Don 
Williams, AB410, 800 NE 3rd Ave., Boca Raton, FL 
33432 407 395-1355. 

eee eee oe! Pere eee Ee aie end}! SAS 
WANTED: Transceiver with manual continous tuning to 
160 meters cw and SSB. Please write Art Rochlin, 7740 


SW 138 Terr., Miami, -FL 33158. New Novice with up- 
grade intent. 
WANTED: Spare set Bassett traps, new or perfect 


condition. Ray Blosser W4RAY, 1019, 3300 South 
Ocean Blvd.; Highland Beach, FL 33487 407 276-0161. 


IS TO SHOOT 
tks W4ZGG. 


TO SPEAK WITHOUT THINKING 
WITHOUT FIRST TAKING AIM... 


SELL: COLLINS 30L1 $450. Heath SB200 $250. Pick 
up only. WANTED: Set of coils for Millen Grid Dig 
meter. Schematic for Yaesu FT 301D and FTdx 400. 
Alex Uhimchuk WA2AQW, 469 NE Armory Cir., Point 
St. Lucie, FL 34983-1738 407 878-9783. 


FOR SALE: MAXI tuner 3kW Johnson rotary ind- 
uctor 6000 v. caps cast alumuncounter dial, hvy duty 
BALUM made by RF Power Co., $150. SELL: 5-band 
dipole for 80/40/20/15/10 by SPI-Ro Co. 6 traps $45. 
CDR rotator model 45. Like Ham M, new condition 
plus contro! unit $140. E. Shafer N8ES, 3479 Karsdale 
Rd., Pepper Pike, OH 216 831-9198. 

Ia a eS ape ET ee wees Ay eae oe AEE NT 
SALE: KENWOOD TL-922A linear amplifier, 2000 watts 
PEP with 10 meter conversion. Like new, must see it 
$1,200. FIRM. Mike Espriella KK4EW, 7434 SW 127 Ct. 
Miami, FL 33183 305 386-2440. 


PERSONS THANKFUL FOR LITTLE THINGS ARE 
CERTAIN TO BE THE ONES WITH MUCH TO BE 
THANKFUL FOR. ... W4Zgg.. 

| EEE i a a SO eh DE Pe 
‘ALUMINUM TOWER: 40 ft. 4 section, ‘tapered, excellent 
condition, complete with 4 element 28 MCS ‘cannon’ mast 
ECT Brand Universal, current production, self-standing, will 
support Mosley TA34 Heavy antenna $250. Might trade 
for dual bander transceiver. Geo. Collins KP4QT, P’O. Box 
11132, St. Petersburg, FL 33733 813 321-3463. 
ee eS ee eae ieee renee erm OTs Rea ie ON A 


NOTICE LATE SKIP ARRIVIALS.... CHULA VISTA - A 


letter sent by. Denny Breese, a sailor on the USS Nautilus. 


the first submarine to sail under the ice on the North 
“Pole arrived at his brother's home last week, 32 years — 
after being mailed during the voyage....So why are you 
griping because SKIP is delayed only 2 weeks*??? Editor 
ARI Ee il er EZ. “RE ae a ea 
SELL: tiM=18 MARTIN TOWER 40 ft, alum & 
Stainless steel with HAZER unit, worm drive wench, 8 
foot alum mast - 2 inch O.D. $800. 12-4 CD Cushcraft 
12° meter beam, 4 elements - 18 foot boom $75. 105 
BAS High Gain “‘longjohn’’ 10m beam 5 elements, 24 ft 
boom $100. 2 inch heavy duty 12 ft. mast, alum 1/4 
inch wall thickness $60. All in first condition. Roy 
Pearce WB4VBL, 9705 So. Indian River Dr., Ft. Pierce, 
FL 407 878-3683. é 


o 


A. 


Have huge inventory, including 3-500Z 
FAX for price quotes. Also buy tubes, 
Dick Gross, NiBGL, 3089 Deltona 
FL 34606 904 688-2374 FAX 904 


NEED TUBES?? 
2B’s etc. Call or 
D & C Electronics, 
Blvd., Springs Hill, 
683-9595. 
AR re 1 ee ne RRR LS CRS TER MR SM EE EE EE ST 
IF YOU WANF TO MAKE SURE YOU’LL REMEMBER YOUR 
ANNIVERSARY, JUST FORGET IT ONCE. ... W4ZGG. 
jo Re es GI aaa ot ES of a ON He ard PN Rk REM Meta 
WANTED: HAM equipment and other property. The Radio Club 
ofJunior High School 22 NYC, Inc. is a non-profit organization, 
granted 501(C)(3) status by the IRS. Incorported with the goal 
of using the theme of Ham Radio to further and enhance the 
education of young people nationwide. Your property donation 
or financial support would be greatly appreciated and acknow- 
ledge with a receipt for your tax deductible contribution. As 
1991 begins please look over whatever unwanted equipment you 
may have, and call us. We will pick up or arrange shipping. 
you will receive the tax deduction, but most important, the 
privilege of knowing that your gift really made a difference 
in the education and upbringing of a child. Write us at: 
THE RC OF JHS 22 NYC, Inc. P. O. Box 1052, New 
York, NY 10002 Round the clock HOTLINES: Noice (516) 
674-4072, FAX (516) 674-9600. 28 
Ra AS as tenn As a alee Ny 
FOR SALE: HEATH Antenna Tuner 2060A , 2000 watts 
SSB, CW, RTTY. (DeLUXE) with manual. Very clean $150. 
Heath AM-2 SWR/power meter with book $12. Heathkit 100 
ke crystal calibrator $10. Johnson 1kW low pass filter mod. 
250-20 (52 ohms) with brackets $15.00. Heathit Crystal Revr. 
mod. CR-1 $15. Heath RS-1 Resistance substitution box $8. 
Boman Mark II, solid state de p/s 12V DC 2.5 A constant 
5A surge $15.00 Citizens Band SWR6power meter $10.. All 
above plus UPS. Andy Clark W4lYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami 
Springs, FL 33166 305 888-3874. 
pacha dele SE eM 


GOD WISELY DESIGNED THE HUMAN BODY SO 
THAT MAN CAN EITHER PAT HIS OWN BACK NOT 
HIMSELF TOO EASILY... . W4ZGG. 


NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE The 1991 Famious Florida 
SKIP calanders are now available free to any SKIP 
member. Send any size S.A. S.E. (a must) to P.O. Box 
501, Miami Springs, Fl 33266 for yours. Happy i 


Holidays. CU SENS 


MANUAL: AZDEN PCS-300 2 meter handheld transceiver 
instruction manuals. $5. each post paid (Have 2) andy Clark 
W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166 305 
888-3874. 


FOR SALe: Linear amp 4-400 a all band with 17 
meters all in one cabinet. | will not ship this amp. 
The buyer must try it at my house. The amp is home 
brew with new tubes $295. or no checks please. George 
Pastor, 9910 Island Harbor Dr., New Port Richey, FL 
34668 913 842-1580. 


LOCAL PRIVATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. Seeking do= 
nations of computer software, hardware, ham gear. Call 
Varion Sternstein KA4ULJ, 8311 NW 64th St. Bldg. ! 
Miami, FL 33166 305 477-6192. 


IGE 
NOTICE NOTICE HAMBAR USERS NOTIC NOT 
Please printe clearly your items for sale. Give eet ered 
mailing address and phone numbers. lf your HAMBA 


i i included 
ives after the 15th of the month _ it will be incluc 
iertke next ‘months issue. HAMBARS must be submitted 

in writing only. Do NOT call on phone. All Hambars 


itted each month. Do NOT send double 
Led ite Sots Caan thi. Thanks for your support Keen AC 
RELAYS 12 VDC Dow-Key coax wwitch with BPDT 
ext. contacts. & Price Elec. coax switch 12VDC $12.00 
Have two Dow-Coax relays 24VDC - $8. each. Danbury coax 
relay with BNC connectors $12.. AGEGA Antenna Noise 
Bridge mod. 5501 10 to 90 ohm. requires 9 V_ battery lin- 
cluded) $15. Realistic SP-150 Communications spkr 3 W, 8 
ohms Grey cabinet 4%D X 3W X 6%H. $15. All plus UPS. 


Andy Clark W41IYT 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 3316€ 
Mahe Mai ON sl id ae Ad ME EN ARR SS RC aA ST a a 
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BUY AND SELL: COMMERCIAL VIDEO audio and 
microwave equipment. Call Bob Brown W2EDN, 140 
Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL Day 305 884-8686 nite 
883-8669. 


COAX AND CABLE SALE: brand new spools RG5S9U 
1000’ $75. RG11U 1000’ $100. 5 conductor No. 18 PVC 
1000’ $75. 6 pair no. 20 1000’ $50. 2 pair No 22 
stranded 1000’ $50. 2 conductor No. 22 shielded Taflon 
Alarm cable 1000’ $65. New 3’’ 50 ohm Heliex $12.00 

a ft. More. Call 305 477-6192. MBS LABS, 8311 NW 
64th St. Bldg. 1, Miami, FL 33166. 

HEATH MANUALS: Have 54 Heath original manuals and 
info sheets/diagrams available. $3 to 15 dollars each. Andy 
Clark W41YT 41 Lenape Or., Miami Springs, FL 33166 
305 888-3874. What do you need ) SASE for list. 

Seed Te dan a PNT, all UCN WL SO ee ek ca pre ae 
FOR SALE: Galena crystal receivers and parts. Write for 
more detail. Very sensitive and selective circuit developed. 
L. Gardner, 458 Two Mile Creek Road, Tonawanda, N Y 
14150 716 873-0447. s 


METERS: Simpson Elapsed time, 120 V. AC 60 Hertz 
meter. It measures time elapased on Tenths and Hours. 
Total hours can measure is 99,990. Black case with 2 % 
face mounting screws $15. Standco Running Time meter, 


same as above except round 3" round face $12. 2%" round 
in alum. case a 0 to 5 AMP RF shunt- 


black case, mounted 
ed meter. Case has PL-258's mounted on each side $12.00 


All plus UPS. Andy Clark W4lIYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami 
Springs, FL 33166 . 305 888-3874. 


ee NAR NR SR SAE ee IO Sa 2 SRS UCI SSS ea 
SELL: YAESU FT-757 FX CAT sys. All Nells and 
Whistles. Yaesu HD-power sup ly , FC 757 AT Watt 
meter, Desk & Hand mikes, c.w. key. Owner & tech. | 
manuals, ex. con. Earl L. Owens, Aracadia, FL 33821 

813 993-1441. 

PSE 0h NTS ams We Eee ALD pV De Ob RAREST A 
ESTATE SALE: 40 ft. EZ Way tower, crank-up, tilt- 
over with ground post. You take down $250. Ham M 
rotor plus control unit $75. KLM Kt-34A 4el. tribander 
beam $200. Lots more. Come see. W4DK's XYL. 2005 
NE 62nd St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 305 772-6729. 


CUBIC ASTRO 102/103 basket case for parts 
Bay’ 


WANTED: 
Doug Snowen N4lJ, 1390 Oakfield Av. SE., Palm 


FL 32909 407 984-9360. 


2760 = Jax,Clewiston,Coral Cablea, 
Orlando, Pensaco:a,Palm Harbor 


- Saturday morning 8 AM on 


Sq. 


your self-addressed stamped envelope. Mail to: Map, Box 


WANTED: Diawa SWR/power CN 720B. Elmer Shafer N8ES 


3479 Kersdale Rd. Pepper Pike, OH 44124, 216 831-9198. 


QCWA WANTED to check into State QOWA/OOTC each 
3955 plus or minus SSB... 


Bob W4NWF, NCS. 


SELL: MFJ'’s 484C Grand Master CW Memory keyer, 

instruction manual, original boxes. Works/looks new. First 
$100. Tom Clark N4IOT, 23: Pine Arbor Ln., Vero Bch, 
FL 32962 407 567-1021. 


Crank-up tower, 3 section 54 foot, primed and painted 
with guy cables $175. Ready to load. 1 kW inverter 12 
volt DC to 110 Volt AC. Like new, .frequency controlled. 
$295. Consider trades. Calvin Fuchs N4HEG, 1461 N. E. 
9th Ct. Homestead; FL 33033 305 248-5891. 


SSNS 
WANTED: E F Johnson variable inductor 229-203 28uH 


dual section capacitor, Johnson 154-507. FOR SALE: Ken- 
wood TS520S and FT-101E asking $300. each. Henry 
Haayen WD4PTO, 6330 NW 37 Terr., Miami Springs, FL 
33166 305 871-7232. ; 


SPECIAL SALE 

Florida SKIP has some new back issues of the 5th Edition of 
FLORIDA TRAFFIC HANDLERS Routing Guides on hand, 
edited by Andy Clark, W4IYT. To clear out this Guide, we 
are selling them for $2.50 each plus 50 cent postage and hand- 
ling. The Traffic Guide contains everything the 6th edition | 
has plus a centerfold map of Florida with city location chart. . 
If you want 2 for $5.00 we will pay all postage & handling. 
FLORIDA SKIP- PO Box 501, Miami Springs, FL 33266. 
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DXERS: Brand new, never used, revisions through De c-- 
ember 1990, DXdB DX Data Base program all instruct- 
ions and Floppy Disc for IBM PC XT, AT or 100% 

compatible hard drive. $27. Ken Ryden K8OHG, 2076 


Oyster Creek Dr., Englewood, FL 34224 813 474-6360. 
ED EAS Ls ach b hiss! tachment ise 


‘BUY FROM YOUR FELLOW AMATEUR’ DEPT. | 


FELLOW AMATEUR: Here are several firms that have an interest in 
YOUR business! They have seen fit to support the FLORIDA SKIP by 
giving us a little revenue each month in return for your support. If you 
have a need for the services listed, you can’t possibly do better than to 
deal with a fellow amateur, can you? ; oe 
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PRE-REGISTRATION 
FOR EXAMS AT HAMCATION 
By R.V. Mackey, N4ADI 

CAVEC will sponsor exams for all classes of licenses at the 
Ramada Inn Central, on West Colonial Drive, Orlando, Florida, 
Starting at 9:00 a.m., Sunday, March 17th and the cost will be $4 
for all tests except novice which will be given at no cost. 

The Ramada Inn is about two miles west of I-4 at the in- 
tersection of John Young Parkway and West Colonial on the 
southwest corner. 

Pre-registration is required! Please send the following five 
items listed to: R.V. Mackey, N4ADI, P.O. Box 951598, Maitland, 
Florida 32794. . 

1. Check for $4 to R.V. Mackey, CVE. 

2. Completed 610 Form. 

3. Copy ofFCClicense. | 

4. Copies of any CSCE’s for prior credits for tests. 

5. List of tests (elements) you wish to take. 

Please mail your material before March 2nd to allow us to 
prepare for your desires. 

For further information, please call (407) 644-5905, 

Thanking you in advance. 


YEARLY PARADES 
By Rick Vahan, N4PBF 

Dade County amateur radio operators once again helped keep 
the Orange Bowl Parade and the Junior Orange Bowl Parade on 
schedule by providing communications for the organizers of these 
two traditional Miami events, 

Fifteen hams worked with the organizers of the Junior Orange 
Bowl Parade which started at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, December 
28th. That parade was held on Miracle Mile in Coral Gables. 
Rupen Lopez, WB4WGW,, assisted by Harry Pilafian, W4SQG, in 
coordinating communications. 

Another group of ham radio operators working with members 
of the Orange Bowl Committee who have organized the King 
Orange Jamboree — the Orange Bowl Parade — on Monday 
evening, December 31st. Coordinating communications for that 
event was Don Gilliamson, K4EAU, assisted by Pilafian. 

_ Also participating were: Jim, KE4KX; Marty, N4FIZ; Joan, 
N40ONW, Virgil, K4VCS; Susanne, KB4PNH; John, N4OLE; 
Aaron, N4RHJ; George,; K4PAA; and this repeater, N4PBF. 

The amateur radio operators of Dade County each year 
provide communications for various non-commercial events'as a 
public service. 


SATURDAY 8:00AM - 5:00PM 


ROBARTS 


Free parking, forums, 


$5.00 in advance with SASE, $7,00 at door, 
TALK- IN: 146.910 repeater. 


THE PLAYGROUND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB PRESENTS 
| 21ST ANNUAL 


_ NORTH FLORIDA HAM/ SWAPFEST 


MARCH 16-17, 1991 
FAIRGROUNDS, FORT WALTON BEACH, FLORIDA 


GIANT INDOOR FLEAMARKET 


TABLES $10.00/DAY OR $15.00/BOTH DAYS. SPECIAL COMMERCIAL 
SPACE AVAILABLE. RV PARKING WITH ELECTRICTS & DUMP. 

__. WRITE N4PUJ, P.O. BOX 573, FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32549 

OR CALL (904) 585-4454 BETWEEN 2:00 - 8:00 PM, MON - FRI ONLY, 


ADMISSION $4.00 AT DOOR ( $3.00 ADVANCE) 
(LADIES AND ALL UNDER 16 ADMITTED FREE) 


SEE YOU IN FORT WALTON BEACH 


SARASOTA HAMFEST § COMPUTER SHOW 
February 16th and 17th, 
SPORTS ARENA, 3000 RINGLING BLVD. SARASOTA, FL 


many prizes. 
Jungle Gardens, shopping & lunch; 
am. R.V. hookups, reservations necessary. 

FOR TABLES AND BOOTHS: Gene Marino, 4858 Tivoli ct. Sarasota, FL 34235 (813) 355-0675 


TICKETS: Chairman John Bates, 5604 Antoinette St. , Sarasota, FL 34232 (813) 371-6104 


SUNDAY 8:00AM - 4:00PM 


1991 


Saturday activities: tour to 
banquet 7 pm. VE exam Sunday 10 
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From P. 1 
squeak through it. Then they walk out of the examination room 
and proceed to forget all about the code. After all, they never 
really wanted to learn it in the first place. 

Using the code exam as a barrier to keep certain people out of 
ham radio merely engenders hate and illogic. How many times 
__ have you heard someone say, “If I had to learn the code then 

“newcomers should be made to learn it too!’’ That is the poorest 
reason I can think of for retaining the code test and hardly a 
commendable one. . 

Yet code is an essential and useful part of communications and 
has some unique advantages. It should certainly be retained as a 
part of amateur radio. Cable wireless transmissions occupy a 
small fraction of the bandwidth needed for SSB. This enables an 
operator to work through interference which would smother an 
SSB signal of equal radiated power. 

Equipment designed to function only on cable wireless is 
vastly more simple than our present-day SSB monsters. Any 
person with a modicum of constructional ability could build a 
cable wireless transmitter if he wished to do so. Admittedly, 
building a suitable cable wireless receiver would be more dif- 
ficult. This would be an attractive approach to get a young or old 
“new” amateur on the air. On the other hand, the design and 
construction of a SSB transceiver can be undertaken only by high- 
ly-skilled engineers using complex, expensive, sophisticated 
equipment. The entry price of such gear is upwards of $1,000 in 
today’s market. We cannot expect many beginners to be able to 
pay that price. 

Finally, code at any speed, is something of an ac- 
complishment. Some hams find a pleasure in a code QSO which is 
lacking in SSB. I won’t attempt to explain why. These are the ones 
who, if code were to be made optional, would willingly submit to 
further testing to obtain access to special code segments of the 
spectrum. 

So let’s keep the code, but only on an optional basis. Fur- 
thermore, let’s reward those passing a special voluntary code test 
by giving them access to the same exclusive frequency segments 
the FCC has already set aside for cable wireless, including the 
entire 30-meter band. If we do this we will be encouraging hams to 
adopt cable wireless instead of dropping it entirely as soon as they 
walk out of the testing room. 

I have a deep suspicion that cable wireless has survived this 
long only because those who are calling the shots at ARRL, and at 
the FCC are mostly old-timers who grew up inham radio ata time 
‘when only code was used. Soon all of them will be gone. After that 
all those SSB, codeless, ‘‘horses who would not drink’’ will be in 
charge and the bands will become wall-to-wall SSB. 

I repeat. If we hang on stubbornly on our present course we 
cable wireless advocates are going to lose. What is needed is 
continued co-existence. So let’s arrange to abolish the code as a 
requirement and make it a privilege instead! 


WATERWAY NET SAYS NO 

Yet another net manager has told the FCC that it will not bea 
part of any voluntary solution to the net-mess controversy. 

Thomas Taylor, manager of the 40-meter Waterway Net, has 
informed the FCC that his group wants no part in solving a problem 
that they were never a part of in the first place. 

In his letter responding to the FCC’s Robert McNamara, the 
Waterway group states: E 

“We are quite concerned that you chose to include our net, 

which operates on 40 meters, with a group of nets on 20 

meters. We have not been involved in their controversy or 

any other controversy.’’ ; 

Taylor continues by echoing the earliest responses of the 
American Radio Relay League and the International Mission Radio 
Association to McNamara’s call for a solution from within the 
amateur radio community. Taylor and Waterway say that the net 
mess is not their problems and that they will not be a part of any 
joint plan in finding a solution. 

— From TKS Westlink Report 
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CQ FIELD DAY this is W4HAW. West Palm Beach Club_ 
Station --Elton Groves W4IIN doing the honors on 20 SSB. 
Watch QST for FD results. How did your club do this 


year. Any photos? 


ORANGE BOWL PARADE COMMUNICATIONS 
By Rick Vahn, N4PBF 
. Dade County 
Amateur Radio Public Service Corps 
Amateur radio operators once again helped keep the Orange 


Bowl Parade and the Junior Orange Bow] Parade on schedule by 


providing communications for the organizers of these two 


traditional Miami events. 


Fifteen hams worked with the organizers of the Junior Orange 


Bowl Parade which started at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, December 


28th, held on Miracle Mile in Coral Gables. Ruben Lopez, 
WB4WG\W,, assisted by Harry Pilafian, W4SQG, in coordinating 
communications. 

Another group of amateurs worked with members of the 


. Orange Bowl Committee who have organized the King Orange. 


Jamboree — the Orange Bowl Parade — on Monday evening, 
December 31st. Coordinating communications for that event was 
Don Gilliamson, K4EAU, assisted by Pilafian. 

The amateur radio operators of Dade County each year 
provide communications for various non-commercial events as a 
public service. 


ATTENTION CORRESPONDENTS 
Once again we are sorry we did not have room in 
this issue for your article(s).! To our surprise we rec- 
eived new ads, which we are happy to receive. All copy 
is set in type and will be put in upcoming issues. 
73 AC 


- LOOK AGAIN as 
Look at the top line of your mailing label. This is 
your ONLY REMINDER WHEN YOUR SUBSCRIP- 
TION RUNS OUT! You can renew ANYTIME before 
experation date and our computer will automatically 
“ADD ON” from that date. It is just like putting 
money in the bank. We take renewals for one, two or 
three years, if yousodesire. _ ae 
So it’s up to you to watch that top line. If you miss, 
the computer will automatically skip over your ad- 
dress when printing mailing labels. 
Thanks for your cooperation in this important mat- 


ter. —73, Editor 


